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Gof badwv, Singh stress pe a ce 

MOSCOW (AD — Prakfafit MU afl Gorbachev and Indian Prime 
Mfotater VJP. Slash yhjpd Monday to bofid a trarietr-flrce md 
Modol u t world, TASS reported. The eOkW Soviet news agen cy said a 
joint ata t raun t spoke of Ike two co u ntri es’ OBBtanat to dkavroot 
ond the re pl a rrnnnt of Mri haM kn and force with peace through reason. 
Bra the aeoomd of the statement they rigped in the Krasfia Ad nottoodi 
oe ecnoernfc braes. Singh arrived hi the Soviet Uafcw earfier Monday and 
W M met at he rirport by Prem i er MksU L Syzbkor. Indian o fficia ls had 
■rid one of Stegh’s cMef goals dorisg the trip was to protect hb country'* 
trade r rf at lnrmhlp with the Soviet Union, now baaed on barter aad 
rahfc-rape* parity. Tfefc coeid be asderart by Moscow’s plans to make tbc 
nAk convertible. In dinner s peeche s, Gor ba c h ev and Sbgh probed Ibrir 
two c o un tries* co op eratio n. Singh cited Gorbachev’s “cou ra ge and 
vhhaiaij tMnfcing” aad Gorbachev thonfcrd India for Its s upport Cor 


Price: Jordan 100 ffis; Saadi Arabia 1J0 rfyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


^ibosMdor 
heads for Libya . 

AMMAN (J.T.) . — Jordan’s 
-appointed ambassador to Libya 
™ sham At Mubeisen said Mon- 
day that be would exert all efforts 
to -bolster ties between Jordan 
and Libya, severed since 1984, 
wth a view to enhancing Arab 
solidarity and joint Arab action 
Spewing to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, on the even of bis 
departure for Tripoli to take up 
his post, . Mubeisen said that he 
would not only try to strengthen 
easting trade and cultural and 
soda! links between the two 
countries, but would al so attempt 
to open new avenues for mutual 
cooperation in the fields of 
health, education and tourism. 

70,000 emigres 
to Israel so far 
this year 

TEL AVIV (R) — Some 70,000 
immigrants have come to Israel 
bo Ear this year, most from the 
Soviet Union, Immigration 
Minister Yitzhak Peretz told a 
parliamentary comm i ttee Mon- 
day. He predicted 20,000 immig- 
rants a month from August on- 
wards, his spokeswoman said. 
Earlier official estimates pro- 
jected 150,000 immigrants .this 
year. Peretz said 61,000 immig- 
rants have come from the Soviet 
Union this year but a third of 
them are non-Jewish relatives of 
Soviet Jews. 

Bush sends peace 
message to Egypt 

ALEXANDRIA, Egypt (R) — 
U.S. President George Bush sent 
Egyptian leader Hosni Mubarak 
a message Monday stressing 
Washington’s . commitment *jto 
achieving peace m the Middle 
East, government sources said. 
“Working together, we can meet 
our common goals, chief of whidi 
is our desire for peace in the 
Middle East,” Bush told Mubar- 
ak in a message congratulating 
him on the anniversary of Egypt’s 
1952 revolution. - - 

Rafsanjani attacks 
opponents 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s pragmat- 
ist President AH Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjanl Monday launched a 
scathing attack on his hardline 
rivals. Rafsanjani called for clos- 
er relations with the outside 
worid, saying Iran could not sur- 
vive without friends. He de- 
fended the role of the Experts’ 
Assembly, winch chooses Iran’s 
supreme leader, after leading 
radical AH Akbar Mohtashemi 
sparked a political row by attack- 
hag its members last week. “If a 
person or a trend is t hinkin g of 
weakening that holy organisation 
(the. .assembly), their action will 
be regarded as treason and will 
not be tolerated,” Tehran radio 
quoted Rafsanjani as telling a 
gathering of clergymen. 

Fire reported at 
Soviet nuclear plant 

MOSCOW (R) — An electrical 
fire at a nuclear power station in 
Central Russia forced the plant to 
shut down automatically, but 
there was no damage to the reac- 
tor, the go ver nment daily Izvestia 
said Monday. The station at 
Smolensk, 375 kilometres south- 
west of Moscow, was of a design 
■ similar to one at Chernobyl Hi the 
Ukraine where nraactor went out 
of - control in 1986, sending 
radioactive fallout over a wide 
area. A fire in an electric cable 
. r unning to a reserve boiler at die 
Smolensk . station triggered the 
automatic g* 1Trt ' down Sunday, the 
report said. Firefighters pot out 
the blaze. 

‘Zulu war 5 spreads 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — At 
least 18 people were killed m 
weekend political warfare m 
black townships near Johannes- 
burg, police said Monday. Fcrf- 



;ANQ after a rally m 
ng township Sunday, 4 
man said. It was the 
st spBover into South 
j industrial heartland of 
fighting that has claimed 


rince of NataL 



Egypt said to propose four-point mediation plan 


King discusses Gulf row with 
Mubarak and Aziz in Cairo 




Ms Majesty King Hu ss ei n and the delegation which working risk to the Egyptian capital by Their 
accompanied him cm a visit to Cabo Monday are Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Haasan and Prince 
■received upon their return home after their brief Faisal (Petra photo). 

Iraqi media launch attack on Sheikh Sabah 

Kuwait defends itself in 
flaring row with Iraq 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — 
Kuwait, defending itself against 
Irarp charges that it sought to 
draw foreign powers into their 
worsening confrontation, denied 
Monday it sought U.N. interven- 
tion and said it wanted Arabs to 
settle the dispute. * 

There was no immediate reac- 
tion to Monday’s bitter personal 
attack in the official Tragi media 
on Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah A1 Ahma d Al Sabah, 
branded as a U.S. agent. 

The Kuwaiti News Agency 
(KUNA), quoting an official 
source, said the emirate’s memor- 
andum last week to United Na- 
tions Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar was in Hne with 
international practice. 

“Kuwait would ike to assert 
here mice again that when it 
submitted that memo it never 
requested that it be distributed to 
member nations or that the U.N. 
secretary general should act upon 
it,” it quoted the official source as 
saying. 

“Kuwait is concerned that all 
issues whidi arise about relations 
between brothers should be dealt 


within the Arab League.” 

The contact with the U-N. has 
infuriated Baghdad. 

“Sabah A1 Ahmad has been 
further exposed as a U.S. agent 
when be abandoned the Arab 
choice and sent his memorandum 
to international forums to take 
the issue out of the Arab 
League...,” said A1 Thawra, 
organ of Iraq's ruling Baath Par- 
ty- 

Sheikh Sabah, 61, has been 
Kuwait’s foreign minister since 
1963 and is also deputy prime 
minister. He is a leading member 
of the ruling royal family. 

A1 Thawra accused him of 
trying to justify “the presence of 
foreign fleets, especially the fleet 
of his friends in the Gulf.” 
Kuwait reflagged much of its 
tanker fleet to gain U.S. protec- 
tion during the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq 
war, during which it supported 
Baghdad with billions of dollars. 

The two papers accused Sheikh 
Sabah to trying to undermine the 
government of Kuwaiti Prime 
Minister Sheikh Saad A 1 Abdul- 
lah A1 Sabah so as to become 
premier himself. 


They said be sought to “exer- 
cise a bigger and more effective 
role in the conspiracy against 
Iraq." 

The papers said Sheikh Sabah 
had seized the file on the Iraq- 
Kuwait border issue from Sheikh 
Saad to prolong the dispute. 

Replying to Sbeikh Sabah’s 
comment that the dispute was a 
“summer doud,” Ai Jumhuriya 
said: “The one who can* all the 
evil done by Kuwait against Iraq 
as a summer cloud has an evil 
hand in the big American con- 
spiracy not only against Iraq, but 
against Kuwait and the Arab 
Nation at large." 

Syria appealed for calm to de- 
fuse the crisis between Baghdad 
and Kuwait. 

In his first public comments on 
the row since Iraq last week 
accused Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) of stab- 
bing Baghdad in the back by 
overproducing oil and forcing 
down prices, Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad said quiet di- 
plomacy was needed to resolve 

(Continued on page 4) 


Combined agency dispatches 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein and Egyptian. President 
Hosni Mubarak Monday discus- 
sed the dispute between Iraq and 
Kuwait and held a separate meet- 
ing with Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz and told reporters 
afterwards that both Jordan and 
Egypt would exert all efforts to 
resolve the row. 

“I will do all I can to help end 
this problem," the King told the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
upon his return from Cairo after 
his talks with Mubarak and Aziz. 

His visit to Cafro, the King 
said, was part of efforts among 
the member states of the Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) to 
“deal with challenges facing the 
ACC members as well as other 
Arab states." The ACC, which 
was established in February 1989, 
groups Jordan with Egypt. Ye- 
men and Iraq. 

“We are still at the beginning 
of the road and have a lot to do,” 


said the King, the current ACC 
chairman. “We started the first 
year by laying down the ground- 
work, followed by agreements 
which are now being im- 
plemented." 

Petra said the King and Mubar- 
ak held a round of talks before 
meeting with Aziz, who Was visit- 
ing Cairo in the wake of tire 
Iraqi-Kuwaiti dispute. The two 
leaders' talks covered “means to 
settle inter-Arab differences and 
unify Arab T anks " as well as 
efforts to give new momentum to 
the Middle East peace process, 
according to Petra. 

The King also held a separate 
round of talks with Aziz. 

As the King held these meet- 
ings. the delegation accompany- 
ing him — which included IBs 
Royal Highness Prince Abdullah, 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran, 
Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan Al Qasem — held talks 
with Egyptian Prime Minister 


Atef Sedki and other senior offi- 
cials. 

The King, upon his return 
home, sent a cable to Mubarak 
thanking him for the hospitality 
extended to him and the delega- 
tion during the visit. “Our meet-, 
ing and talks with you were 
another opportunity to consoli- 
date our brotherly links and 
gather collective efforts to serve 
tiie interests of the Arab Home- 
land and Nation,” the cable said. 
“I am sure this meeting between 
us today will have its fruitful 
results in our march towards our 
glorious goals to serve the best 
interests of our present and fu- 
ture Arab generations,” it said. 

The King’s visit to Cairo 
marked another phase in Arab 
diplomatic efforts to settle the 
Iraq-Kuwait dispute which flared 
after Baghdad accused Kuwait of 
exploiting ofl from Iraqi territory 
and undermining world ofl prices 
by overproduction. 

Sh eikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, the emir of Kuwait, tele- 


phoned Mubarak Monday what 
the president's office termed a 
review of the crisis and efforts to 
contain it. 

The consultations coincided with 
reports from Kuwait about a four- 
point Egyptian mediation plan. 

At the end of the talks, Mubarak 
told reporters the meetings among 
Arab leaders were aimed at “coor- 
dination to dear the air." 

At a joint news conference held 
with King Hussein shortly before tbe 
monarch’s departure. Mubarak said 
“Iraq and Kuwait are two Arab coun- 
tries with joint borders.” He express- 
ed confidence the problem between 
them will be solved. 

Aziz also attended tbe conference 
and flew bade home soon after. 

Mubarak told the press conference: 
“I am certain that what has been 
called a problem is in Itself easy to 
solve. I am certain the two countries 
win reach a quiet and comfortable 
solution." “It does not need all this 
noise which is happening in tbe 
media," he said. 

Aziz told reporters that Iraq was 
not guilty of threatening Kuwait or 

(Continued on page 5) 


Restrictions Israelis seal Halhoul homes 


Continued battles in S. Lebanon 


SIDON (Agencies) — Rival 
Shi’ite Muslim factions reinforced 
their frontlines at a mountain-top 
town in South Lebanon Monday. 
Thousands of villager's fled the 
region, fearing farther warfare. 

PoHce repented a marked de- 
crease in fighting between the 
pro-Iranian fundamentalist Hiz- 
bollab, and tire Syrian-backed 
Amal militia around the strategic 
town of Jaxjou. 

They said a combatant was 
killed and two Amal militiamen 
were wounded in day-long, spor- 
adic exchanges of artillery and 
sniper fire as the battle for a 
duster of villages near Israel's 
self-designated “security zone” 
entered a second week. 

PoHce said the dead fighter was 
a Syrian who belonged to the 
Damascus-based Arab Baath 
Party. About 200 Baatinste and a 
symbolic force of the Syrian So- 
da! Nationalist Party have been 


fighting alongside Amal. 

Israeli airforce jets monitored 
the fighting in repeated recon- 
naissance flights over South 
Lebanon Monday, police said. 

Monday’s casualties raised the 
toll to 126 people killed and 369 
wounded since the fighting broke 
out July 16. 

Tbe bombardments hit at least 
10 villages but concentrated on 
die village of Jarjouh, captured 
by HrzboUab in house-to-house 
fighting. 

Amal and its allies, backed by 
covering fire from Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
fighters, have failed to retake the 
village despite fierce counter- 
attacks. 

An Iranian embassy delegation 
led by Gholamreza Valizadeh 
continued talks with nnHtia offi- 
cials in Sklon to try to end the 
battles in the nearby IqHm Al 
Toufah district 40 kilometres 


south of Beirut. 

Hie Iranian diplomat said be 
was trying to implement a pact 
signed by Hizbollah and Amal 
under tbe sponsorship of Damas- 
cus and Tehran 18 months ago. 

The “Damascus accord” was 
never carried out because the 
warring factions had different in- 
terpretations of its articles. 

Amai has blamed Tehran for 
the violence and said Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards were fight- 
ing alongside Hizbollah in Iqtim 
AI Toufah. Hundreds of Revolu- 
tionary Guards are deployed in 
the eastern Bekaa Valley. 

Witnesses and security sources 
said both sides were reinforcing 
their positions with men and 
ammunition. A 600-man PLO 
"disengagement” force which de- 
ployed last week between tbe two 
sides was also strengthening its 
posts. 


eased on 

bridge 

crossing 

By Jamal Halaby 

Associated Press 

AMMAN — Tbe Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities this weekend 
eased restrictions on Arabs cros- 
sing the Jordan River bridges, 
helping reduce a backlog of peo- 
ple waiting and sometimes camp- 
ing on the eastern side, a bridge 
official said Monday. * 

Colonel Hammad Al Attar, 
commander of Jordan’s bridge 
guard units, said Israel had 
allowed almost 2,000 Palestinians 
to cross tbe King Hussein Bridge 
by midday Monday and another 
500 were due to cross before its 
closure in the early afternoon. 

He told the Associated Press in. 
an interview that another 1,000 
people had crossed tbe Prince 
Mohammad' Bridge and an ex- 
pected 500 were on their way to 
enter. 

Attar said Monday was the 
second day of normal crossing 
after Jordan protested last Thurs- 
day that the Israeli occupation 
authorities had “sharply and sud- 
denly” reduced human traffic 
across the bridges connecting Jor- 
dan with the Israeli-occupied ter- 
ritories. 

Israel last week rejected Jor- 
dan’s accusations of hampering 
agreed passage. Dan Naveh, 
spokesman for Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens, contended that the 
accusation was “not true.” 

“We were very surprised at the 
Israeli denial,” Attar said, noting 
that hundreds of Palestinians bad 
jammed the bridge station on the 
eastern side and some even slept 
there awaiting their turn to cross. 

He said among these travellers, 

(Continued oo page 5) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — In the West Bank 
village of Halhoul near Herfoon, 
Israeli forces Monday sealed the 
bouses of two Palestinians sus- 
pected of stoning an Israeli man 
and woman last month. 

In the Gaza Strip village of Beit 
Hanonn, Israeli forces arrested a 
group aligned with Fateh. They 
would not reveal its size. 

Military sources said they were 
suspected of shooting at a milit- 
ary vehicle, hurling petrol bombs 
at Israeli cars, attacking a sus- 
pected collaborator and threaten- 
ing Arabs who worked in Israel. 

A Palestinian kidnapped and 
beaten by unknown assailants in 
the West Bank died before 
reaching hospital Monday, 
sources said. 

They said the motive for tbe 
attack was unclear. Residents 
identified him as Ahmad Ibrahim 
Antouri, 26, from Qalqilya. 


In Arab Jerusalem Sunday, 12 
men beat to death Yassin Skafi, a 
20-year-old Palestinian, 
apparently on suspicion of col- 
laborating with Israel, police 
said. 

Throughout the West Bank, 
police searched for an Israeli 
Arab abducted at the weekend as 
be drove past Attil village. 

Relatives said Nizar Moham- 
mad Daka, 28, was yanked 
from his car by masked youths. 
Sources said the abduction was 
over a family feud. 

Human rights 

Israel speaks with two voices 
on human rights — a sweet one to 
die international community and 
a shrill one justifying repressive 
actions in the occupied territor- 
ies, a legislator said Monday. 

Ammon Rubinstein, member 
of parliament from the liberal 


Shinui Party, said the way to 
ensure basic human rights for 
Palestinians under occupation 
was to incorporate the four Gene- 
va conventions into Israeli law. 

Israel has signed the conven- 
tions and declared repeatedly 
that it observes their provisions. 
But the conventions are not bind- 
ing because, unlike in other coun- 
tries, they were never made law, 
Rubinstein said. 

The conventions are a series of 
treaties signed in Geneva, 
Switzerland, between 1864 and 
1949 on the treatment of com- 
batants and civilians in wartime. 

A trill to adopt the conventions 
as law will be debated Wednes- 
day by parliament. Rubinstein, 
sponsor of the measure, told a 
news conference that it can suc- 
ceed if the Labour Party requires 
its members to vote in favour. 

(Continued on page 4) 


Maghreb states plan joint customs 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — The 
leaders of five Maghreb countries 
ended a two-day summit Monday 
by agreeing to study creating a 
common customs service and 
agricultural market. 

Tbe measures taken by tire 
beads of state of Algeria, Libya, 
Morocco, Tunisia and Mauri Quia 
pushed tbe regional bloc they 
created 13 months ago, the Arab 
Maghreb Union, towards a more 
integration economy. 

An end-of-summit communi- 
que said agreements had been 
reached to enconrage cross- 
border investment and to study 
tbe details of creating a common 
customs service and agriculture 
policy. 

On foreign policy, the leaders 
agreed to “morally, materially 
and diplomatically" support tbe 
Palestinian uprising. 

They also urged Arab League 
Secretary General Qradli KHbi to 


defuse the war of words between 
Iraq and Kuwait over ofl prices. 

Other details of decisions 
reached during the closed-door 
talks were not immediately avail- 
able. 

Algerian President Qradli Ben- 
jedid, who took over tbe union’s 
rotating sixth-month presidency 
in June from Tunisian President 
Zine Al Abidine Ben Ali, hosted 
the gathering. 

Since creating the union last 
year, the five countries have 
agreed to waive passport checks 
at airports for their nationals, 
along the lines currently used 
within the 12-nation European 
Community (EC). 

Ben Ali said Saturday that tire 
union would ask the EC to study 
tiie debt burdens of the Maghreb 
countries and review its aid poli- 
cies towards the region. 

One of tbe long-term goals of 
the union is to create a common 


economic market. Benjedid 
would Hke one by tbe end of the 
decade. 

In recent months, the five 
states have discussed creating a 
single union of Arab Maghreb 
airline and expanding rail and 
road transportation links between 
their countries. 

Their foreign ministers have 
also encouraged expanded dia- 
logue and cooperation with the 
EC. 

Tbe Maghreb states link 65 
million people With a combined 
gross national product of more 
than $100 billion a year. Only a 
fraction of current trade and in- 
vestment is now conducted 
among member states. 

Tbe summit denounced 
“threats and the recourse to force 
against any Arab country, con- 
sidering them threats against tire 
security of the Arab World in 
general.” 


Petra Bank scandal: Story unfolding of shady 
dealings, puzzling questions and chaos in account books 

Chalabi’s dubious banking activities make other scandals pale in comparison 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The intricacies of 
one of tbe worst scandals in 
Middle East banking history 
are expected to unfold soon 
when details of the collapsed 
Petra Bank “empire” emerge 
into tbe open through legal 
proc ee dings against those who 
are involved in the affair, 
according to officials and bank- 
ers. 

Varyingly described by offi- 
cials and banking aretes as the 
“smartest operator” and “the 
biggest crook in Jordanian 
hawking history”, Ahmad Cba- 
labi, former chairman and 
director general of Petra Bank, 


held the keys to a puzzle that 
took an elite team of banking 
and monetary experts a whole 
year to pry open. Chalabi left 
the country in a burry in August 
last year when the authorities 
took control of his troubled 
banking institution. Hie exact 
means through which he de- 
parted the Kingdom remains 
unknown, and all kinds of 
theories and scenarios have 
been tossed around to find out 
how he left and his present 
whereabouts. 

“It is more a question of the 
total disarray in the bank's re- 
cords and the sheer magnitude 
of violations of banking laws 
and disre gard for all accepted 

norms of banking practices 


which could make it one of the 
worst banking problems,” 
according to a senior official 
familiar mth the affair. “The 
volume of money involved may 
be little when compared to 
other similar cases elsewhere in 
the worid, but the affairs of 
Petra Bank would make tbe 
collapses of some other banks 
look tike Sunday school classes 
in comparison," added the offi- 
cial, who preferred anonymity. 

‘One of the worst In Mideast’ 

Economic analysts believe that 
the Petra Bank affair could be 
second only to if not at par with the 
collapse of Infra Bank, which broke 
down in 1967 after years of domi- 
nating the Middle East banking 
scene as the number one bank in 


Lebanon. “The only difference b 
that while Intra Bank was tbe 
largest commercial bank in Leba- 
non, Petra Bank was tbe second 
largest commercial bank in Jor- 
dan,” commented a noted analyst. 

Banking wizards called in to help 
investigations into the Petra Bank 
scandal, which sent shock waves 
through the entire banking system- 
in tbe country, express shock and 
dismay at what is described as “the 
total chaos that awaited us in the 
books of accounts" at an institution 
widely hailed as having brought in 
some of tbe most modern banking 
techniques into the country. 

“It has been a really hard and 
difficult job,” said Dr. Maher 
Waked, a member of an investigat- 
ing team which stepped into tbe 
picture early this year after four 
months of inquiries revealed that it 


would really cake some of the best 
brains in Jordan to make any sense 

of tbe financial affairs of Petra 
Rank. “The most difficult hurdle in 
our mission was the absence of 
documents since there was no prop- 
er records of transactions," Dr. 
Waked told the Jordan Times. 

‘Abnormal and absurd’ 

The investigations, conducted by’ 
whom bankers and economists de- 
scribe as “top ex p er ts" in tbeif re- 
spective areas of banking specialisa- 
tion, have found that there had 
been “gross violations of banking 
regulations set by the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ), and unorthodox 
practices detrimental to tbe in- 
terests of the bank and its sharehol- 
ders," said Dr. Waked, a director 
of the Bank of Jordan and a former 
member of tbe CBJ board of direc- 


tors. 

“Unorthodox banking practices are 
not a new phenomenon, nor are 
they punishable by law except when 
such practices undermine the in- 
terests of the bank as an institution 
and its shareholders .' 1 he added. 
“In tbe case of Petra Bank, this 
bolds true.” 

“Petra Bank operations were 
totally abnormal and absurd," he 
’ said. “In many cases, we (the inves- 
tigators) had to go and search for 
records ourselves rince there were 
no corresponding entries in 
accounts." 

“Placing deposits without proper 
asses s ment of their soundnes and 
granting loans without proper col- 
lateral and credit facilities to loss- 
making institutions are only part of 
the picture that emerged,'' he said. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Kuwait walks diplomatic high rope 




By Hamza Hendawi 

Renter 

KUWATT — Kuwait’s low-key 
response to Iraq’s angry outburst 
against its oQ policy has under- 
lined the precarious position of 
die small but wealthy Gulf state 
in the face of threats from a 
mighty neighbour. 

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah has described the row that 
had rocked the Gulf as “a sum- 
mer cloud” that he hoped would 
soon go away. 

Diplomats said Kuwait could 
do little else but take the di- 
plomatic high road since Iraq 
would prove far too strong a 
military opponent and Kuwait 
could not hilly rely on allies such 
as the United States to step in to 
protect their oil supplies. 

Despite the sabre-rattling rhe- 
toric from Iraq, diplomats did not 
expect the dispute to escalate into 
armed conflict. Iraq has one mil- 
lion soldiers and a missile prog- 
ramme sharpened by eight years 
of war with Iran and Kuwait has 
only 20,300 men imder arms. 


Ba ghd ad last week charged 
that Kuwait and the Unified Arab 
Emirates (UAE) were sabotaging 
its economy by producing too 
much oil as part erf a conspi ra cy 
insrig** 1 * 1 by the United States to 
drive down woridoil prices. 

Iraq said' the two Gulf states 
bad robbed Iraq and the rest of 
the Arab world of billions of 
dollars in oil revenues through 
their over-production. It said it 
had lost $14 billion so far this year 
and threatened to take unspeci- 
fied action against the two if they 
continued this “dangerous poli- 
cy.” • 

Baghdad saved its sharpest 
barbs for Kuwait however, saying 
in a message to the Arab League 
that Kuwait had also stolen more 
than $2.4 billion worth of crude 
oil reserves from Iraq since 19S0 
and had made other territorial 
infringements. 

Kuwait responded in its own 
message to the league, that Iraq 
was stealing its reserves and 
occupying Kuwaiti land. It sent 
cabinet ministers on a tour of the 
Arab World to give its response 
to the Iraqi attack. 


“Iraq’sanger with OPEC over- 
produce hm been simmering for 
some time, but nobody expected 
it to bunt into flames the way it 
did,** said one Western diplomat. 

Iraq, which has nearly double 
the number of men under arms 
than there are Kuwaiti nationals; 
was especially hard hit by the 
six-month slide in oil prices this 
year because it was counting on 
oil revenues to fund its massive 
post-war reconstruction program- 
me. 

Regardless of the harshness of 
Iraq’s words, the diplomats said 
they believed the quarrel would 
gradually subside as other Arab 
countries used their influence to 
calm tempers. Further efforts to 
resolve the dispute could be ex- 
pected at a full meeting of OPEC 
starting in Geneva on Thursday.. 

But, they added, Kuwait would 
have to pay a price to finally 
settle the row. 

A statement by the Kuwaiti 
parliament on Wednesday hinted 
that Iraq migh t be seeking com- 
pensation, and not amply future 
adherence to output quotas 
assigned by the Organisation of 


Pe t rol e u m E xporti n g Countries 
(OPEC). 

“Kuwait bases its relations with 
all world nations on die principles 
of peace and. justice and de- 
nounces die policies of violence, 
ducats and blackmail,” it said. 

Kuwait Celt betrayed by die 
Iraqi onslaught which was viewed 
by officials, oxdmaiy Kuwaitis 
and the media as an .act of gross 
ingratitude, the diplomats said. 

like most ot the other Gulf 
states, Kuwait gave biHians of 
dollars to Iraq to help finance its 
1980-88 war against Iran. Kuwait 
officials estimate Kuwaiti grants 
and loans to Iraq during the eight 
yean of war with Iran at more 
than $30 bflHan* 

The state-censored press has 
adopted a conciliatory tone since 
the start of the crisis, but edito- 
rials and radio commentaries 
have been filled with reminders 
of Kuwait’s gene rous akL 
“It must have hurt them extra 
bad because it came from what 
they considered to be their long- 
term ally,” one diplomat said . 

Diplomats said Shaikh Sabah’s 
comment that the row was no 


U.S. diplomat discourages 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Jewish settlers in the Israeli- 
occupied territories met the top 
U.S. diplomat in West Jerusalem 
Monday but left discouraged af- 
ter being told they were an obsta- 
cle to peace. 

U.S. Consul General Philip 
Wilcox told the four settler lead- 
ers, all American citizens, that 
Washington opposed their settle- 
ment of the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The settlers said a two-hour 
meeting at the consulate in Jew- 
ish West Jerusalem had failed to 
convince Wilcox the 90,000 Jews 
and 1.7S million Palestinians of 
the occupied lands deserved to be 
treated with even-handedness. 

“What was discouraging to me 
was to see that when pressed on 


many examples of unfairness and 
inequity... he consistently fell 
back on this policy of our com- 
munities being an obstacle to 
peace,” Marc Zell, formerly of 
Washington, told Reuters. 

A consulate statement said 
Wilcox had told the group that 
Washington viewed settlements 
as a unilateral decision to use the 
land resources without negotia- 
tion between Israelis and Palesti- 
nians. 

Zell, chairman of a recently 
formed group to represent the 
settlers’ cause abroad, said they 
hoped to prove they were a grow- 
ing political force despite the 
31-month-old uprising . 

Co-chairman Bobby Brown 
was pleased that Wilcox and a 
United Nations envoy had both 


agreed to meet the group this 
month. 

“It shows in general a greater 
recognition that we are factor in 
any future equation that will 
occur, that 100,000 Jews that are 
now sitting in ‘Judea and Samar- 
ia,* growing at between 12 and 16 
per cent a year, will have to be 
taken into consideration on the 
ultimate destiny of that land,” 
Brown said. 

The settlers assailed U.S. hu- 
man rights reports they said 
ignored violations against Jews in 
the occupied territories. They 
also accused the consulate of 
hampering peace efforts by en- 
couraging visiting U.S. dignitar- 
ies to meet Arabs and not Jews 
there. 

Israeli settlers have killed 


Palestinians and gone on ram- 
pages through Arab vilages des- 
troying property, but Zell insisted 
these represented an extremist 
fringe. 

“There has been a tendency by 
State Department representatives 
here and abroad to see residents 
of our communities as a fanatic 
element. It’s simply not the 
case,” said Zell, a lawyer. 

“Because our community has 
basically been sflent in this sphere 
up until now, these charges have 
gone largely unanswered. Our 
job is to set the record straight,” 
he. said. 

The consulate statement said 
Wilcox urged the settlers to sup- 
port early Israeli-Palestinian 
negotiations to end the conflict 
and ensure peace. 


Algerian front demands dissolution of parliament 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian Mus- 
lim fundamentalist leader Abbasi 
Madani Sunday reiterated his de- 
mand for a dissolution of parlia- 
ment following the swee pin g vic- 
tory of his Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) in local elections last 
month. 

FIS President Madani told a 
news conference he would hold 
talks with the jjovenmient to dis- 
cuss an appropriate date tor fresh 
Tepsfetivendtttioflff. “ 

“We first of all address 
ourselves to the president who 


must as soon as possible dissolve 
the assembly, which should be 
renewed before a date we agree 
on,” he said. 

If President Chadli Benjedid 
did not dissolve parliament quick- 
ly, Madani said, a national re- 
ferendum should be held on the 
issue, or else deputies should 
themselves resign en masse. 

The current . parliament, not 
due for re-election until 1992, is 
entii^r~composed' of 'deputies 
from the ruling National libera- 
tion Front which ran a one-party 


Rushdie film sparks 
British controversy 


LONDON (AP) —A British film 
board has banned a Pakistani film 
which portrays author Salman 
Rushdie as the murderous agent 
of an international conspiracy. 

The Independent newspaper 
Sunday reported that the British 
board of film classification re- 
fused to license distribution of 
“international guerrillas” be- 
cause police had advised that it 
could be criminally libelous. 

“Many Muslims win protest to 
their MPs (members of parlia- 
ment) and other people... this is 
double standards,” Mohammad 
Fayyaz of Tooting Video, who 
owns worldwide distribution 
rights to the film, told Indepen- 
dent radio. 

Rushdie has been in hiding 
under guard since February 1989 
because of death threats over his 
novel, “The Satanic Verses.” 

The 31^- hoar film portrays 
Rushdie as the agent of a Jewish 
conspiracy against Islam. The 
film shows the author torturing 
and killing Muslims, until at last 
Rushdie is killed by a bolt of 


lightning. 

But the Salman Rushdie De- 
fence Committee said it was “de- 
batable” whether the film would 
have the effect the British film 
board feared. 

“It is also debatable whether 
the majority of British Muslims 
would condone, let alone sup- 
port, its message,” said commit- 
tee spokesman Frances D’Souza. 

She said Rushdie himself be- 
lieved the film “should be in die 
public domain so that any libel or 
offence may be dealt with accord- 
ing to the due process of law.” 

The banning order, die said, 
was partly caused by press ure 
from Scotland Yard, and stem- 
med from fear of breaking the 
law rather than any legal process. 

The Independent said Fayyaz 
was notified of the ruling in a 
letter from James Ferman, direc- 
tor of the board of film classifica- 
tion. Ferman said the film could 
be licensed if the Rushdie charac- 
ter were given a different name, 
and if all speeches calling for his 
death were excised. 


state for 28 years. 

Madani said Benjedid 
appeared to be hesitating to dis- 
solve parliament. “We believed 
the government would keep its 
promises and go all the way. But 
what appears now is the con- 
trary.” 

The Muslim fundamentalist 
council that governs Algiers has 
called for & ban, on co-education 
classrooms, die Algerian news 
agency APS said. 

It said Sunday night that die 
Algiers provincial people’s 


assembly, run by the FIS which 
won load elections last month, 
made the recommendation Satur- 
day. 

TfrcFIS won ccmtrol of virtual- 
ly every major city at the polls. 
The provincial council of Con- 
stantine in the east made a similar 
bid to separate the saxes earlier 
this month. 

Authorities have said that any' 
segregation of clas sr o om s would 
have to be authorised by the 
education ministry. 


Postcard campaign 
seeks hostage release 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Orga- 
nisers of a postcard campaign 
seeking the release erf U.S. hos- 
tages in Lebanon axe asking the 
public to send a new wave of 
cards to the White House. 

The first campaign — in which 
450,000 postcards were mailed to 
President George Bush — was 
started last year to show the 
administration that the public 
cares about the hostages and 
wants them released, said Anne 
Zkkl, who is running the Cam- 
paign for the Journalists’ Com- 
mittee to Free Terry Anderson. 

Anderson, the Associated 
Press’ chief Middle East corres- 
pondent, was taken hostage 
March 16, 1985. He is the longest 
held of the 16 Western hostages 
in the Middle East. 

“We do- believe that the height- 
ened awareness across the coun- 
try helped bring about the release 
of Polhill and Reed,” Zickl said. 

Frank Reed, director of the 
Lebanese International School, 
was freed April 30 after 3 Vi years 
in captivity. Robert PoUuQ, assis- 


tant professor at Beirut Universi- 
ty College, was held almost 2 V4 
years before being released April 
22 . 

Zick said the idea for the 
postcard campaign started with a 
journalist committee member 
who beard a State Department 
official say the American people 
did not care about the hostages. 

“The American people are not 
passive on issues of human rights 
if they are informed,” she said. 
She said that once the campaig n 
started getting publicity, she 
could not answer the telephone 
fast enough. 

“I had people call me and say 
‘we didn’t even know those peo- 
ple were stfll there,” she said. 

The new campaign began July 
4. The postcard carries photo- 
graphs of the hostages with the 


“A nation that chooses not to 
pursue freedom for an innocent 
captive resigns its own freedom. 
Those who choose not to listen 
will themselves cry out and never 
be heard.” 


more than : .a passing summer 
doud was pe rhap s wishful flank- 
ing-- 

But Kuwaitis took some com- 
fort when Washington reaffirmed 
the U.S. co mmitm ent to protect 
friendly Arab states. The State 
Department comment in reaction 
to the Iraqi threats against 
Kuwait was given front-page 
coverage in load n ew sp ap er s . 

Kuwaiti col tankers, most flying 
under the American flag, were 
given U.S. naval excort during 
the Iran-Iraq war after several 
Kuwaiti ships were attacked. 

The diplomats and other 
analysts said Iraq would continue 
to stall cm moves towards a settle- 
ment of a long-nmmng bolder 
depute which led to the Iraqi 
charges of theft of crude oil re- 
serves and other territorial in- 
fringements. 

Noting that the two countries 
have come dose to war over an 
undefined desert region on their 
frontier twice since 1961, the 
diplomats said the issue was 
Ba gfidarT s beat Bar gaining chip m 
extracting concessions from 
Kuwait. 


Taiwan . 
to send 
envoys to 
discuss 
Saudi ties 

TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan w&l send 
two envoys to Riyadh Tuesday to 
negotiate f u t ure relations with 
Saudi Arabia following the. king- 
dom's switch of recognition to 
China, the Foreign Ministry said 
Monday. 

Taiwan severed diplomatic re- 
lations with Saudi Arabia Sunday 
after Riyadh established ties with 
Beijing. But both Taiwan and 
Saudi Arabia said they would 
continue economic-- and other 

Knits . — 

Foreign Minister Fredrick 
Omen told reporters Monday he 
was not optimistic about the 
negotiations. He said there had 
been no contacts with senior 
Saudi officials since June 1. 

“They have not even revealed 
what they expect out of this 
round of talks,”- said Ouea... 

- Chien- tendered his resi gnatio n , 
to Premier Han Pei-Tsun M5n=~~ 
day, taking responsibility for the di- 
plomatic break. Han asked Mm 
to stay on. 

Taiwan is now recognised by ! 
only 27 countries. 

Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd has 
accepted an invitation to visit 
Beijing following the establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations, 
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen said Sunday. 

An exchange of letters between 
Saudi and Chinese leaders, re- 
leased by tfre Saadi Press Agen- 
cy, described the establishment of 
ties with China as an important 
event promoting world peace and 
stability. 

Qian, addressing a news con- 
ference in Jeddah Sunday at the 
end of a three-day visit, said 
Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Sand A1 Faisal had also been 
invited to Beijing but no date had 
been set for either visit 

“Following the establishment 
of these ties it is certain that 
economic and trade relations be- 
tween the two countries wfll be 
totally developed,” said Qian, 
who left Sunday night for a three- 
day visit to Cyprus. 

Saudi newspapers Monday 
hailed the derision to establish 
diplomatic ties with China. 

A1 Riyadh said China was 
“beading for superpower stand- 
ing with an influence on interna- 
tional decisions.” 
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JORDAN TRUEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

1*39 Koran 

1559 Programme review 

1555 Children pro gramm es 

ISM News Summary 

18:10 Local programme 

Bb4S Progr am me review 

2048 News in Arabic 

2939 Arabic series 

2L30 Programme review 

2ls48 Local pro gramm e 

2359 News summary in Arabic 

PROGRAMME TWO 


1759 ... 
18:19 ... 
1839 ... 
tht 9 ... 

Desdn&esetdelettres 

19:15 ... 

1M9 ... 

... AujormTHui ea Xordame 
— News in Hebrew 

2909 ... 
2930 ... 
21:19 ... 
23M ... 
»■« 

Golden Girls 

.. Heart of the High Country 

23:16 ... 




PRAYER HUES 

•4:10 .... 


Q5M .... 


12*42 .... 


M4t 


19sU .... 


2L-14 .... 




CHURCHES 

St Mm y Nazareth Church, SwtMkk 

Tel. 810740. 

Assemblies of Ged Church, TeJ. 
632785, 685326. 

St Jesqpfc CM TcL 604590. 
Church of (he A aaanrla lhm TcL 
637440. 

He h SA Chanfe TcL 661757 • 

Tarawa CUurch TcL 622366 

Cbsrd af the AhubcMm TcL 

623541. 

Afghan CM TeL 625383, TcL 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Charch Tel. 
771331. 

Ai ranilsa Orflwdn Chnrch Tel. 
775261. 

St Ephraim CM TeL 771751. 

A mman Inte rn trtaiu d Chnrch Tel. ■ 
685326. 

. Eva ng elic a l Lather an Chnrch TeL 
811295. 

Ik Oanb af Jesas Christ rf lattw- 
Day Saints TeL 815817, 654931 
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Metaxqkjgj, 

No m nl mmimer w r illy i ’ wI B piaviii 
and winds wffl be n o r tfaw m eriy mod- 
crate. In Aqaba, winds wfll be norther- 
ly moderate aid sen calm. 

MnJiMT temp. 
Amman 18/31 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Aqaba 25/39 

Deserts ........ 20/37 

Jordan Valley 23/38 

Yesterday's high Bunpeisluwi; Am- 
man 36, Aqaba 40. H u mid it y readings: 
Amman 30 per cent, Aqaba 31 per 
cent. 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 
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Finn pharmacy ................ 

Drrrinwiptiinriary .... 

Al Aseam pharma cy ... — 
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Civil Defence Department 661111 

Ova Defence Immediate 

Res cam. 830341 

Qvfl Defence E merg e ncy — 199 
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Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway PoBoe 80402 

Traffic Poke — 896390 

Pobhc Security Department .... 630321 

Hotel CompUim* 608800 
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Telephone Information' 
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• Central Amman TWephone 
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AbdaS Telephone Repain 661101 

Jordan Television , _ 773111 

Radio Jordan ............. 774111 

Water Authority 680100 
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Electric Power 

Company — 636381 


RJ Flight In for ma tion 08-53200 

Queen AHa IntL Airport. 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Metfical Centre ..... 
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St-T—-— TV Hh^iM 


Al-Mnashcr Hospital 
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Queen Aba Hospital 

Ama! Hospital 

ZARQA: 

Zatqa Govt Hospital ( 
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.... 642362 
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664171/4 
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fooSm a Hospital (09)966732 
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SnAINxfees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Prince* Haya Hospital .... <03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 
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“ By ■ Sshftr Qara’cen 

P.V. Vlrefcmnd * ' 

Restoration of 

- 1 ;.ociaoo'atic JHfc in Sudan can be 
^.reafised only after national re- 
-wndfiatioti hits been achieved 

,*4o- ena b l e Khartonm~to fa d r l e 

festeri ng. rcbdHon in', the 
«*rih of the country j and the 
presen t military, regime 
appears tobe the best suited to 
■ serve this objective, if only 
because the Sndahese need 
to.sp eak in one voice to resolve 
dre conflict, according id a 
former military bead of state of 

■ -the North African Arab coun- 
try. ; 

“We are a shattered conn- 
try,” said Held Marshal Abdul 
Ra hman Swareddahab. “Our 
priority is to achieve national 
reco ndialio n among all par- 
ries concerned in northern 
Sudan before taming to the 
south and then se ttling other 
problems." 

Swareddahab, who served as 

'head Of the interim mwff iil 

which took power after the 
1985 coup which overthrew the 
dictatorship of Jaafar Nnmeiii, 
said he believed that the pre- 
seat military „ regime of 
Lieutenant-General Omar 
Hassan A1 Bashir has suc- 
ceeded in establishing some 
form of taw and order in the 
country as well as "one angle 
voice" in the context of the 
de c a de s-old revolt in the south 
of the country. 

The field marshal, who drew 
wide acclaim as the sole Arab 
leader ever to voluntarily give 
up power when he stepped 
down in 1986 in favour of the 
elected gove rnm ent of Sadeq 
A1 Mahdi, said he and “some 
friends" whom he described as 
neutral were exerting efforts to 
bring all Sudanese parties 
together in a national recon- 
ciliation bid. 

- Swareddahab, expressing 
tacit, support for RmAir who 
overthrew Mahdi in a military, 
coup in June last year, said be 
believed that the regime was 
“genuine” in its avowed goal 
of addressing some of the mar 
jor political and economic 
problems of , impoverished 



, a shattered country , needs 
tal reconciliation, ex-leader says 


Palestinian official criticises 
Moscow for appeasing Israel 


. Sudan, plagued by famine and 
drought and compounded by 
chrn war. 

According to Swareddahab, 
the biggest hurdle Sudan 

is the revoi: in south, led by the 
Sudanese People's Liberation 
Front (SPLF) of John Ganmg 
based in. Ethiopia. Several 
’ rounds of peace t a l k s initiated 
by the Mahdi- government as 
well as the Bashir regime with 
the rebels have failed to m»w- 
any headway to restive the 
conflict, which, Swareddahab 
said, dates back to 1955. 

The field marshal, who was 
interviewed by the Jordan 
Times during a visit he paid to 
Jordan to attend a meeting of a 
relief committee chaired by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, rejected 
Garang’s claims that underde- 
velopment in the south and 
domination of the mainly Arab 
northerners over the mostly 
animist southerners were the 
root causes of the conflict. 

He pointed out that the con- 
flict had erupted even before 
Sudan gained independence 
from Britain in 1956 and went 
on and off onto 1972 when an 
agreement reached in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, managed to 
suspend open hostilities until 
the latest flare-up in 1983. 

Swareddahab said Israeli 
support for the rebels was as 
tid as the conflict itself, which, 
he said, was fuelled by the 
British colonial power through 
deliberate negligence of the 
south and 1 ‘warnings to the 
southerners that they would 
end op as slaves of die Arabs in 
the north.” 

In the post-independence 
period, he said, consecutive 
regimes bad drawn up plans to 
set up plantations and sugar 
industries in the south in a bid 
to develop the area but all such 
efforts were in vain because of 
the civil war. “Who was re- 
sponsible for foiling these 
plans except the rebel forces?” 
he asked. 

“I do not know what Gaxang 
wants," he said. “When I was 
head of the mflitaiy council I 
invited him to come to Khar- 
toum and sit down to discuss 
what be wants, but be never 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Oman 

AMMAN. (Petra) — IBs Majesty King Hussein Monday sent a 
cable to Sultan Qaboos Ibn Sa’eed of Oman in winch he 
congratulated him- in his name and on behalf of the Jordanian 
people on Oman’s AI Nahda (national) day. His Majesty 
wished Sultan Qaboos good health and happiness and the Omani 
people further progress and prosperity. 

Crown Prince receives Pakistani Judge 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
received at the Royal Court Monday Pakistani Chief Islamic 
Judge Sheikh Gul Mohammad Khan who is currently on a visit to 
Jordan. The meeting was attended by Jordan’s Chief I sl am ic 
Judge Sheikh Mohammad Mheflan. 

92,000 cross to W. Bank 

AMMAN (J.T.) — More than 92,000 Jordanian and Palestinian 
citizens crossed the River Jordan into the Israeli-occupied West 
fla pfc Strip durin g this summer season which started 

Jane 13 and will condone until July 20, according to a report 
published Monday in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily. Colonel Hammad A1 
Atari, director of the Bridges Security Department told AI Ra’i 
that 56,000 persons have crossed to the West Bank over King 
Hussein Bridge and 36,000 over Prince Mohammad Bridge. ^ 

Jordanian technicians to be trained in Egypt 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Cooperative Society (JCO) Deputy 
Director General Mohammad Masalha left Amman Monday for 
Alexandria, Egypt at the head of a Jordanian delegation 
c ompri sing several technicians working with JCO. Masalha will 
riKermet with Egyptian officials the prospect of training Jordanian 
technicians at AI Ma’moura ins tit ute in Egypt. JCO, which was 
established with technical aid from West Germany, runs several 
agricultural machinery stations in the Kingdom. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

", EXHIBITIONS 

* Open studio and workshop for artist Sarnia Zaru 

and hand-painted fobrks. Location: off 

SdCfrde, opposite Rosenthal (k30-ld0 and 3-3MJ6)- 

* Plastic ari exhibition by Rndafna and Ruha Haddad at the. 
Housing Bank Complex hsB. 

* b y M ^ -tord- Ftofc 

Art Amdfltfcm GaBery ■— teL No. 699914. 

* Mnum at natoting d ep i ctin g Arabian and other hones by 
Heui Bas? at the PhSaddphia HoteL 


came. The present regime also 
invited him several times; 
again be did not respond.” 

Swareddahab, one of the 
most respected Sudanese lead- 
ers in the Arab and interna- 
tional scene, lashed out at 
Israel for. its support of the 
rebels. ‘They have supplied 
tanks and armoured personnel 
carriers to the rebels,” he said, 
explaining that it was in the 
Jewish state’s interests to keep 
Sudan preoccupied with inter- 
nal problems so that it cannot 
be involved in the Arab-Israeb 
conflict. 

“Once we are able to end 
the problem in the south, all 
other problems of Sudan can 
be tackled,” Swareddahab 
asserted. “This requires the 
presence of a strong unified 
front to deal with Garang 
either peacefully or militarily.'' 

“Achieving a united front in 
north Sudan will leave little 
opportunity for Garang to play 
around,” he said. “The milit- 
ary option is there, but any 
such option should be coupled 
with political solutions,” he 
added. 

Swareddahab estimated the 
number of actual SPLF fighters 
at over 50,000 and said most of 
diem were trained in Cuba. On 
the other side, he said, the 
Sudanese army is almost three 
times this number. 

The career officer, who has 
undergone military training in 
Jordan decades ago, shied 
away from answering a ques- 
tion on whether the army was 
well-equipped to exercise die 
military option against the re- 
bels. But, be said, “the regime 
needs to be in a good, strong 
military position,” and 
lamented what he described as 
apathy on the part of consecu- 
tive governments in Sudan to 
take the rebellion seriously and 
turn attention to the armed 
forces. 

Swareddahab believe? that 
the Bashir regime could stay in 
power for several years, parti- 
cularly after the execution 
three months ago of 28 military 
officers who were accused of 
involvement in a coup attempt 

Without indicating whether 
he supported or opposed the 


executions which drew wide 
condemnation from many 
Arab and international circles 
as well as Sudan itself, the field 
marshal observed that the 
Bashir regime had consoli- 
dated its grip on power by 
using the execution as a deter- 
rent against further bids to 
stage coups <T etat 

“It reminds me of the execu- 
tion of five officers involved in 
a coup attempt against the 
military regime in 1957,” he 
said. “The spate of conp 
attempts in tiie immediate 
post-independence period was 
brought to a swift end with 
these executions vn d the milit- 
ary government stayed in pow- 
er for another six years without 
‘disruption.’’ 

‘Bold economic steps’ 

Wearing the traditional 
Sudanese garb and relaxing in 
his hotel room, Swareddahab 
described as “bold steps” some 
of the measures taken by the 
military regime to address the 
chronic economic problems in 
Sudan. 

He pointed out that Sudan, 
one of the biggest producers of 
sugar in Africa, was never an 
exporter of the commodity un- 
til last year when it exported 
20,000 tonnes after the regime 
reorganised the sugar distribu- 
tion system and blocked all 
efforts to smuggle sugar across 
its borders as it was the case 
over the past decades. 

Another move by the Bashir 
.government in the context of 
economy, he said, was the re- 
tirement of about 50,000 secur- 
ity personnel. 

“The regime found that 
these people were redundant 
when seen in light of the needs 
of the country,” be said. “It 
was really a bold decision." 

Among other steps taken by 
the government, he said, were 
major allocations for the agri- 
cultural sector in the budget 
and encouragement to com- 
mercial banks to grant loans to 
fanners. 

He also noted that the Re- 
volutionary Command Council 
headed by Bashir had been 
organising . almost weekly- 
meetings ptepded . by people's 


Abdul Rahman Swareddahab 

representatives to discuss the 
people's needs and the situa- 
tion in the country. 

Swareddahab explained why 
signals coming out of Khar- 
toum have led to a widespread 
belief that Bashir had aligned 
himself with the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front, the leading Muslim 
fundamentalist group in 
Sudan. “It is very dear that 
about 90 per cent of the Mus- 
lim population of Sudan sup- 
port the implementation of 
Sharia (Islamic law) as is evi- 
dent in the fact that the three 
major parties which dominated 
the elected parliament (during 
the Mahdi era) advocated it,” 
he said. He further explained 
that it was only natural for 
Bashir to cooperate with the 
do minan t trend in the country. 

According to Swareddahab, 
almost all Arab countries sup- 
port Bashir and his policies.' 
“In the beginning (immediate- 
ly after the Jane 30, 1989 coup) 
they just watched, and ex- 
tended support when it became 
dear that he was going to 
stay,” he said. 

Swareddahab said the 
national reconciliation efforts 
he was involved in targeted 
leaders of the 40 or so political 
parties in Sudan which were 
outlawed by Bashir when be 
took power. Contacts are con- 
tinuing, be said voicing confi- 
dence that sooner or later “the 
people of Sudan could be 
brought together? r 


Jordan celebrates New Year 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan along 
with other Islamic nations Mon- 
day celebrated AI Hijra (Islamic 
New Year) and religious celebra- 
tions were held in various areas of 
the Kingdom. 

The Ministry of Awqaf and* 
Islamic Affairs, which- orga- 
nised the ceremonies, said in a 
statement that a major celebra- 
tion would be held at AI Husseim 
Mosque downtown Amman 
Tuesday afexnoon during winch 


Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Ali Faqir and at least two 
Parliament members wil) address 
the worshippers. 

On the eve of the occasion the 
Ministry of Awqaf issued a state- 
ment urging Muslims to adhere to 
the trim spirit of Islamic faith and 
Islamic teachings and urged them 
to step up efforts for liberating 
the holy shrines in occupied Jeru- 
salem. 

All government departments 


and public institutions remained 
closed Monday to mark the occa- 
sion. 

The Royal Court announced 
that His Majesty King Hussein 
received cables of good wishes 
from kings and beads of state of 
Arab and Islamic nations. 

Cables also came from Prime 
Munster Mudar Badran, speakers 
of the two houses of parliament 
and beads of government depart- 
ments. 


Brotherhood renews 
criticism of government 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment is draggling it feet in im- 
plementing the administrative re- 
forms it pledged to do upon its 
inception in December 1989 and- 
has failed so far to present parlia- 
ment with a comprehensive plan.' 
‘for such, reforms, according to 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat, member of 
the Lower House of Parliament 
and spokesman for the Par- 
liamentary Islamic bloc. 

“Six months have passed with- 
out Parliament hearing anything 
from the g ov ernm ent about its 
plans for reforms or a dear 
strategy to deal with the question 
of soaring prices and the problem 


of unemployment,” Arabiyat said 
in a statement published by Sawt 
AI Sbaab Arabic daily. 

“When the present govern- 
ment was formed, it presented a 
14 -point policy statement for 
which it received a vote of confi- 
dence from Parliament,” said 
Arabiyat. “It is true that the 
government succeeded to return 
the passport, to free political 
prisoners and open the way for 
political freedoms among other 
dungs, but there is no justifica- 
tion for the government’s de- 
laying measures to deal with 
pressing administrative issues,” 
said Arabiyat. 


He contended that government 
offices still bad large numbers of 
corrupt people who, despite their 
past abuses of government au- 
thorities, still hold influential 
positions. 

Arabiyat said that his bloc in 
Parliament was currently making 
an assessment of the present gov- 
ernment's achievements and 
hinted that it might support a 
no-confidence vote in the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Mudar 


Arabiyat said Jordan is in need 
of a national slavation govern- 
ment hinted that he could 
accept to take part m such gov- 
ernment in the future. 


JERASH FESTIVAL 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — A joint 
Jordanian-Egyptian committee 
will convene in Amman Tuesday 
to prepare the ground for a meet- 
ing here later this month by the 
Jordanian-Egyptian higher joint 
committee which is co-chaired by 
the prime ministers of the two 
countries. 

The preparatory committee is 
expected to discuss bilateral 
cooperation in trade, economy 
and industry and look into means 
of boosting the volume of trade 
exchanged between them, 
according to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. ' 

The preparatory committee, 
Petra said, will discuss means of 
promoting cooperation in agricul- 


ture, general investments and in- 
dustry, and will examine the op- 
erations of the Arab Maritime 
Bridge Company which is owned 
by Egypt, Jordan and Iraq. 

The company operates the 
Aqaba-Nweibeh land-sea route 
between Aqaba and Sinai. 

Egyptian Minister of State for 
International Cooperation 
Maurice Makramallah win arrive 
in Amman Tuesday at the head of 
a team from his ministry and 
Other concerned departments to 
taka part in the talks with the 
Jordanian team. 

Makramallah has said that the 
two sides would discuss transport 
and communications issues as 


By Odefa Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Soviet Union 
Sunday evening came under 
vehement attack by a member of 
a leading Palestinian guerrilla 
group for allowing the Soviet 
Jewish immigration to Palestine 
to continue. 

“Doesn't Moscow realise that 
its detente with Washington 
which brought about an agree- 
ment on the Jewish immigration 
is bound to create new conflicts in 
the Arab region,” asked Moha- 
rnamd AI Mas! ami, member of 
the political bureau of the Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) and member of 
the National Committee for the 
Support of the Intifada in a lec- 
ture delivered at the Soviet 
Cultural Centre in Amman. 

In his lecture, entitled “Assess- 
ment of Palestinian-Soviet Rela- 
tions,” Maslami said that the 
Arabs were grateful to the Soviet 


Union for supplying them with 
modern weapons to defend them- 
selves against Israel’s aggression 
and for its positive mediation 
among the. various Palestinian 
groups in 1985. 

But. be said, “positive de- 
velopments in Arab-Soviet rela- 
tions in the past can by no means 
turn our eyes off the ongoing 
Soviet Jewish immigration which 
is bound to have detrimental 
effects on the Palestinian intifada 
and the Arab World at large-*’ 

“Why does the Soviet Union 
Open the door wide for this im- 
migration to our homeland, why 
does it host Zionist conferences 
and why has it stopped advocat- 
ing the idea of an international 
conference?” asked Maslami with 
bitterness. 

He said that the Soviet Union 
was dispatching touristic, cultural 
and artistic delegations to Israel 
who return with praise of what 
they call a “democratic Israel” 
and an “advanced Jewish state” 
which continues to slaughter 


Arab men, women and children, 
while similar delegations from the 
West return only to condemn 
Israel's atrocities against the 
Palestinian people and its human 
rights violations. 

Intifada is bound to continue 
and the Palestinian people can 
never surrender or give up the 
struggle for freedom, undaunted 
by the seemingly unsurmountable 
difficulties and obstacles,” Masla- 
mi said. 

Maslami said that 1,163 Palesti- 
nians were killed in the ongoing 
intifada, 88,000 had been 
arrested an 2,009 homes had been 
demolished. 

“The Israelis uprooted 188,000 
fruit trees from Arab lands and 
stole Arab property estimated at 
S377 billion since 1967, Maslami 
added. 

He said at least 266 Israeli 
soldiers .were killed since the out- 
break of the intifada in December 
1987 and 2,063 others bave been 
injured. 


Protection of industrial property can 
spur investment, transfer of technology 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The lack of 
proper laws for protection of 
industrial property in the King- 
dom is partly responsible for the 
limited national investment in in- 
dustrial research and develop- 
ment over the past years. Minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade Ziyad 
Fariz said Monday. 

“Proper and effective laws in 
this regard cannot only create, 
incentives for investments with 
local capital but will also attract 
foreign investments and help Jor- 
dan benefit from modern technol- 
ogy in the production and ser- 
vices sectors and can contribute 
to industrial development In the 
Arab World,” the minister said in 
an opening speech at a three-day 
meeting on industrial property 
which opened in Amman Mon- 
day. 

Such matters can be dealt with 
through coordination among va- 
rious industrial property offices in 
the Arab World which, the minis- 
ter said, can play a leading role in 
promoting industrial research and 
development. 

• ■ “The Ministry of Industry and 
Trade is now revising the legal 


framework of Jordanian indus-. 
tries with the purpose of mod- 
ernising them in a manner that 
would help national development 
and achieve the aspired coordina- 
tion with the Arab countries,” be 
said. 

“Industrial property rights 
should be protected and given 
priority in the modernisation pro- 
cess, simply because of their rele- 
vance to socio-economic develop- 
ment and contribution towards 
the transfer of modern technolo- 
gy to the Arab World,” the minis- 
ter pointed out. 

The Geneva-based World In- 
tellectual Property Organisation 
(WIPO) organised the three-day 
seminar in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
and the United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP) with 
the aim of promoting industrial 
development in the Arab region. 

A participant from West Ger- 
many and a UNDP representa- 
tive addressed the opening ses- 
sion underlining the need for the 
Arab countries’ industrial 
businesses to exchange expertise. 


organise training courses and 
conduct field tours of industrial 
projects with the purpose of 
achieving the required in ter- Arab 
coordination. 

According to the organisers, 
the subjects to be tackled will 
cover industrial property rights 
and their contribution towards 
.technological development, trade 
and economic relations among 
developing nations, the rela- 
tionship between industrial prop- 
erty and marketing of industrial 
products in the Arab World. 

WIPO aims at promoting the 
protection of intellectual proper- 
ty in the world through cooperat- 
ing among states and, where 
appropriate, with other interna- 
tional organisations. It also cen- 
tralises the administration of on- 
ions which deal with legal and 
technical aspects of intellectual 
property. 

Under an agreement with the 
United Nations, WIPO is recog- 
nised as a specialised agency re- . 
sponsible for promoting creative 
intellectual activity and for facili- 
tating the transfer of technology 
to developing countries. 


Arms haul intercepted near 
Karak, 1 5 people arrested 


Jordan, Egypt to discuss 
implementation of projects 


well as projects implemented 
under the S50-million-capital 
holding company and the pros- 
pects of joining the Egyptian-. 
Jordanian national grids with 
those of Syria and Turkey. 

He said that the preparatory 
committee would prepare an 
agenda for the higher committee 
meeting on July 28. 

The two countries are im- 
plementing projects for produc- 
ing lean meat and fish in Egypt 
and fertilisers in Jordan and are 
involved in carrying out a four- 
year scheme for' tinkiug their 
national grids. 

The higher committee last met 
in Cairo in January 1989. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Fifteen people 
were arrested last Wednesday 
after they were found to be in 
possession of arms and 
ammunition destined for 
Egypt but there was no indica- 
tion of any “political connec- 
tion” with the smuggling bid, 
official sources said Monday. 

' The people, of both Jorda-. 
man and Egyptian nationality, 
were detained in the Karak 
area on their way to Aoaba for 
the fenyride to the Egyptian 
port of Nnweibeh with about 
two dozens of Soviet-made 
Kalashniko v machine -g uns and 
an assortment of ammunition 
and small guns, said one secur- 
ity source. “Investigations are 
continuing, and so far it 
appears to have been an 
attempt to smuggle the arms 
and ammuni tion for sale,” the 
source said. “No political con- 
nection has been found yet.” 
All the arrested remained 
under detention Monday, he 
added. 

A senior Interior Ministry 
official said a report was re- 
ceived by the ministry over the 
incident from the Public Secur- 


Farmers 
sell grains 
worth 
JD 7.5m 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Agriculture has announced 
that August 1, 1990 will be flic 
last date for receiving cereals 
produced in Jordan and that the 
centres assigned for purchasing 
the grain will be d o sed for tins 
year. 

The announcement was made 
by Dr. Sami Simna, the ministry's 
secretary-general, who said that 
the centres have so far purchased 
cereals from local fanners worth 
JD 7.5 mfllion. 

The ministry normally pays the 
locally produced cereals at higher 
rates the international mar- 
kets in a bid to encourage local 
farmers to produce more. 


tty Department. But the offi- 
cial said be could not recall any 
details offhand amply because 
the affair was taken as an 
aborted smuggling operation. 
“I do not have the report with 
me now,” said the official, 
who was reached over the 
phone at home since Monday 
was a public holiday. “If there 
was any evidence of any signi- 
ficant security link to the affair 
I would have definitely re- 
membered the precise de- _ 
tails,” added die official, who 
preferred anonymity. 

The officer in charge at 
Karak police station said he 
also did not have any details 1 
and advised the Jordan Times 
to contact the chief of police in 
the area Tuesday morning. 

There was little indication 

that the m»'»hk and ammunit ion 

were intended to be used in 
any anti-Israeli attack across 
the demarcation line or in any 
attack within Jordan, accord- 
ing to all sources who were, 
contacted by the Jordan 
Times. 

Few details were immediate- 
ly available on bow and exactly 
where the arrests or made, or a 
breakdown of the number of 
Jordanian and Egyptian 


nationals involved. No in- 
formation could not be 
obtained on the origins of the 
arms and ammunition either. 

“Anns smu ggling through 
Jordan is not exactly very fre- 
quent,” said a senior source. 
“We have come across 
attempts off and on but it is 
not a phenomenon,” he 
added. 

The report of the incident 
came one day after border 
security forces shot dead four 
infiltrators carrying similar 
machin e. gnus and ammunition 
who crossed over to Jordanian 
territory through what was de- 
scribed by officials as an area 
frequently used by arms and 
drug smugglers from Syria. 

In that incident, according 
to sources, the four carried 
papers identifying themselves 
as members of a hardline 
Palestinian group — the Popu- 
lar Front for the liberation of 
Palestine-General Command 
led by Ahmad Jibrfl — but the 
authorities were sceptical of 
die authenticity of the docu- 
ments. “We do not believe 
they were from the group cited 
in the papers they were car- 
rying,” a security source told 
the Jordan Times. 


INFORMATION SPECIALIST 


Applicants are invited to apply for the post of Banking 
Information Specialist. 

The responsibilities of the incumbent will include monitor- 
ing the performance of financial institutions using com- 
puterized data information system to report progress and 
analyze results and maintaining accounts. 

The successful candidate will possess a degree in 
Business Administration and/or Management of Informa- 
tion Systems. The candidate should have competence in 
operating and modifying computerized data systems and 
possess public relations skills. Knowledge of the business 
environment in Jordan would be an advantage. 

Interested candidates to submit CVs to: 

P.O, Box 830703 
Amman, Jordan 

Latest date to receive applications shall not be later than 
2nd August 1990. Notifications for interview will follow. 
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Dynamics of union 
and break-ups 


UNDER THE pressure of several c en tr i f ugal forces, Mos- 
cow is now renegotiating the terms of the onion between its 
varied co ns t itue nt parts. The pressure is not «w«ifag from 
Lithuania and its Baltic neighbours, Latvia Bdaifa 
td o n e, but from other regions of the Soviet Union as wefl, 
notably from Armenia, and its neighbours. 

This shake-op in the Soviet structure was inevftable shice 
many of its c ompone nts are so diametrically opposed to ore 
another on most counts and have bhi» commonality of 
interests between them. The forces that glued the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics together till now arc giving way fo 
the stresses and poHs of democratically arrived at public 
opinion and sentiment. In the ftong ran, the Soviet Union 
would be better off without the existing parts that have Httie 
or no affinity with the core and spirit of the country. What 
could emerge from the ongoing negotiations in Moscow 
about the fixture structure of the Soviet Union could be a 
reinvigorated country that has divested itself of existing 
liabilities imposed upon it by peoples that are so alien to the 
rest of the country, culturally and politically pea king . 

This restructuring of the union would also accelerate the 
process of modernisation in it and in due coarse uplift its 
stature as a contemporary nation-state on par with other 
modern centres of power in the new world of the twenty-first 

century. The dynamics of the new order «n the Soviet Union 

would also offer the breakaway parts of the existing onion to 
«njoy the exercise of thdr inaHcuaMe right to self- 
determination and a greater opportunity to enjoy their 
respective aritarat orientations. The first sign of the fiulure 

or success of these ongoing negotiations wonld appear when 

Lith uania and Moscow are able to strike an «wbM» A>a | 
that would set the stage for other provinces in the Soviet 
Union winds are also seeking sov ere i g nty and aoairfartffl 
with Moscow. 


Amman political 
chamber? 



The new Hijra (Islamic) year is the topic for Monday’s editorial in 
Al Ra*i Arabic daily which urged the Arabs to remember foe 
Prophet Mohammad and his sacrifices at foe dawn of Islam. The 
paper said that foe anniversary is a reminder to foe Muslims 
everywhere to try to follow in the footsteps of their Prophet and 
to team from his great lessons and his command of foe faithful. 
The anniversary comes at a time when the enemies of Islam and 
the Arab Nation are arming themselves with all types of weapons 
to impose their hegemony on the Arabs, benefiting from divisions 
and differences among Arab coon tries, and the weakness of tire 
Arab win to fight and resist aggression, tire paper noted. It said 
that one can learn foe meaning of sacrifice and strong will from 
foe Prophet’s actions when be was fighting the enemies of his faith . 
and also when he bad to take refuge in Medina to rally his forces and 
make a comeback to liberate foe holy shrines in Mecca. On tins 
occasion Muslims around the world can only remember the 
usurped Al Aqsa Mosque and the other holy places, and should 
re-emphasise their determination to double their efforts to 
liberate them and end Israel’s occupation, foe paper added. It 
said that the Hijra anniversary is an occasion for Muslims to 
display altruism and sacrifice, copying foe example of the Prophet 
and his leadership at difi ->ti momei.la in Islamic history. 


Writing in Al Ra’i Monday, columnist Mahmoud Al Ria&awf sa'/s 
that the Iraqi-Kuwaiti row over ofl production and prices serves as 
a new test for Arab solidarity which was pledged tty Arab leaders 
at the Amman summit and enhanced at foe Baghdad summit. The 
writer says that the c u rrent dispute constitutes a real threat to this 
solidarity especially if the door is opened for foreign intervention 
because foreign forces can only hope to exploit .tins dispute for 
their own selfish interest. For its part, Iraq has always reiterated 
its stand that it will never interfere in other countries’ affairs and 
never to resort to force in dealing with Arab states, says the 
writer. On the other hand Kuwait has always sought to put out 
rather than start fires wherever they might break out in the Arab 
World, he adds. These positive stands and the latest statement by 
the leaders in Baghdad and Kuwait are very strong indicators that 
the two ades will soon end this row and reach a settlement, the 
writer points out. Given goodwill and determination to settle the 
issue peacefully, he says, the two sides will indeed move forward 
towards a lasting settlement; but the Arab leaderships ought to 
find a way that can ensure no confrontation of any kind, and a 
formula to settle differences through direct contacts that are real 
signs of amity and dose brotherly relations which should prevail 
and should help protect the Arab Order. 

Commenting on message sent to His Majesty King Hussein from 
tiie Kuwaiti emir concerning the on-going depute with Iraq over 
cal production, Al Dustour daily said that King Hussein has been 
at foe forefront in all pan-Arab endeavours to bolster solidarity 
among Arab states. The paper said that Jordan has adopted a firm 
policy of dose cooperation with all Arab states and constant 
moves at all fronts to protect foe Arab order. Jordan realises too 
well the need to preserve the unity of Arab ranks at a time when 
Israel’s defence minister flies to Washington to hatch more 
conspiracies against the Arabs as his hawkish government 
declares its intention to take the most extreme actions against the 
Arab people of Palestine, the paper noted. It said that the 
common enemy is bent on keeping the Arab countries involved in 
small and side battles, forgetting about the Zionist occupation of 
Palestinian land. We hope, said the paper, that the Jordanian and 
Arab mediation efforts will be crowned with success, and end the 
dispute in the Gulf for good. 


By Bason Sakkfflw 

Following a prolonged labour 
that lasted several months and 
involved lengthy deliberations 
and meetings, the Jordanian 
leftist groups succeeded in de- 
claring foe birth of the Jorda- 
nian Nationalist Arab Demo- 
cratic Coalitiou (IN ADC). 

If Signatures on foe declara- 
tion statement were to be 
taken as an indication of a 
trend — then it looks like a 
good p rop o rtion of the leftist 

forces in Jordan are now to 
join forces with others repre- 
sent the majority of political 
force s that exist in the King- 
dom. 

The coalition groups the 
Jordanian Communist Party, 
The Popular Front, The demo- 
cratic People’s Party 
(HASHD) and Fateh... repre- 
senting three different nationa- 
listic political streams as well as 
grou pin g together prominent 
political personalities who are 
not to any known 

political party. 

It should also be pointed out 
that foe following leftist poli- 
tical personalities are not in- 
cluded in the coalition 
although they form an impor- 
tant section Of the natinnal 
political life in Jordan: Ham- 
mad Al Farhan, Suleiman Al 
Hadidi, Amin Shogun, Hus- 
i sein MjaOi and Dr. Jamal Al 
| Shaer, in adtfitioa to two poli- 
tical groupings and Communist 
Party splinter factious. 

Indeed, a dialogue between 
foe various elements of this 
coalition started a year ago in 
an attempt to enter as one 
entity in the 1989 parliamen- 
tary elections, but according to 
ob se rvers, pure “selfishness” 
prevented them from reaching 
a consensus; and the result was 
that each separate political 
party preferred to enter the 
elections independently. This 
was also one way for sounding 
out foe views of the Jordanian 


Public and determining the 
real weight of each of these 
various political goups. ami par- 
ties. 

The observers believe that 
the election results came as a 
severe blow to the independent 
“political pattern” and way of 
thinking adopted by the leftists 
since foe 1950s, prompting 
them to understand that uni- 
fying their ranks has now be- 
come inevitable for thdr sur- 
vival. 

The observers also believe 
that foe growing power of the 
Islamic forces in Jordan and 
the region, at large, has driven 
the leftists into recognising the 
futility Of trying to make any 
political moves imfividnally... 

Observers point out that the 
recent developments on the 
Jordanian political scene in 
which there was dose coor- 
dination among various politic- 
al groups, such as the return 
march to the bridge earlier tins 
year to which leftist and inde- 
pendents were able to .bring 
thousands in spite of a public 
boycott by the Muslim brother- 
hood, prompted them to unite 
and move together. 

The leftist coalition has now 
emerged with a pure and bright 
image, but observers hope that 
this frn*ge will not be marred 
by regression to the old style of 
political thtwlcmg that had per- 
sisted over the past three de- 
cades. 

A noted veteran leftist 
politician says: We are con- 
cerned about this coalition, 
and hope that the leftists will 
not revert to their earlier un- 
successful expe rim ents. The 
directly referred to a general 
secretariat coordinating the 
work of the nationalist forces 
in the 1970s and the 1980s 
which failed to come up with a 
practical formula to mobilise 
the Jordanian nationalist poli- 
tical life. 

“The general secretariat 
which represented all national- 


Saudi ties with China 
set stage for similar 
move with Moscow 


By Rawfai Abddofa 

Reuter 

NICOSIA — Saudi Arabia, a 
strictly Muslim kingdom which 
once reviled the communist 
world as atheistic, has estab- 
lished diplomatic relations with 
China — and the Soviet Union 
is expected to be next. 

Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Sand Al Faisal, 
announcing the move on Satur- 
day night, called it “a signifi- 
cant step that would benefit... 
the in terests of our Arab and 

MnsKm nation.** 

Diplomats say it is only a 
matter of time before the 
world's biggest oil exporter, 
previously with no ties to any 
communist state, moves to 
establish relations with the 
Soviet Union. 

Relations Moscow, sus-' 
pended for more than 50 years, 
began to thaw after the King- 
dom mediated the Soviet troop 
withdrawal from Muslim Afgha- 
nistan fo early 1989. Two 
senior Soviet officials have vi- 
sited the Kingdom since then. 

Taiwan, which says it is the 
legitimate government of Chi- 
na, formally suspended di- 
plomatic relations with Saudi 
Arabia but valuable economic 
finks are likely to be preserved. 

Diplomats believe the Saudi 
embassy in Taipei will be 
downgraded to the status of a 
tra de miss ion. Taiwan’s Fore- 
ign Minister FredricChkn said 
on Saturday Taipei was pre- 
pared to negotiate its future 
relations with Riyadh but gave 
no details. 

Onen attributed the move to 
China’s “missile diplomacy” 
and aggressive diplomatic 
overtures towards the kingdom 
since 1988. 

He said Beijing had sold 
about $3.5 billion worth of 
missiles to Saudi Arabia after 
the United States Congress 
blocked major arms sale to foe 
Kingdom. Beijing had also 
helped Riyadh launch satellites 
valued at about $3.1 bflbon. 

' hi 1988, China sold Saudi 
Arabia CSS-2 medium-range 
non-nuclear missiles that could 
hit t ar gets in Israel and Iran. 

The move, while predicted 
days in advance, is a diploma- 
tic Mow to Taiwan, now recog- 


nised by only 27 states. Saudi 
Arabia was the last Arab coun- 
try to retain diplomatic ties 
with it. 

“Saudi Arabia recognises 
that the gov ernm ent of the 
People’s Republic of China is 
the sole legitimate government 
that represents the entire 
Chinese people,” said a joint 
statement from Prince Saud 
and visiting Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen. 

“This is a significant step for 
us becnase China ejoys a 
prominent international role... 
it will have a great impact,” the 
Saudi minister said. 

Diplomats said Saudi Arabia 
recognised China’s political 
importance and saw it could 
play a useful role in supp or tin g 
Arab causes. 

The breakthrough in the 
long-running talks to set up ties 
began on July 11, when the 
Saudi Ambassador to the Un- 
ited States Prince Bandar Bin 
Sultan visited Beijing. 

Qian, who arrived in Saudi 
Arabia on Friday for the first 
visit by a Chinese minister, 
said the move would “serve the 
interests of peace, stability and 
development in the world.” 

“This important event in re- 
lations... will open broad hori- 
zons in the future,” the official 
Saudi Press Agency quoted 
him as saying. 

Beijing's relations with foe 
West have been slowly impro- 
ving following the breakdown 
caused by its bloody crack- 
down on foe democracy move- 
ment last year. 

Taiwan exports textiles, 
machinery, electronic ap- 
pliances and car parts to Saudi 
Arabia and imports about 
145,000 barrels a day of mainly 
exude oil. 

Taiwan says its trade with 
Saudi Arabia dropped to S855 
million in the first six months 
of 1990 from 997 mxlfibn in the 
same period last year but is still 
worth far more than Beijing's 
commercial ties to the king- 
dom. 

Saudi imports from Qrina 
rose more thati 70 per emit to 
$167^ million m the fix* half 
of this year. Exports fen 34.2 
Per cent to 21.1 million com- 
pared with foe same period in 
1989. 


ist political forces in foe coun- 
try did not add anything to foe 
Jordanian political fife and left 
no imprints,” the leftist said. 
“I really rule out the possibility 
that any of the signatories 
would be committed to a uni- 
fied list in any future par- 
Hmentary election, simply be- 
cause past experiences had 
showed that certain groups and 
factions are only concerned 
with ensuring for themselves 
political positions at the ex- 
pense of foe other independent 
forces,” foe same leftist noted. 

The new coafitioa has not 
yet created a general secretar- 
iat and it looks as though there 
is no consensus yet among the 
leftists about tins import ant 
point, he continues. 

He concludes that the coali- - 
tion could be no more than a 
gathering of Jordanian politi- 
cians designed to pave the way 
for coordinating efforts. But 
the big question is whether this 
coalition which has taken a 
year to emerge will be able to 

Confront the grnwing Itdamir 
t o r rent ? 

In an attempt to answer tins 
question, foe veteran politician 
says that the matter is not easy 
at all because it req ui re s from 
each group to forget and trans- 
cend tiie negative attitudes of 
the past and start to deal with 
one another on totally new 
bases. 

He also says that the present 
coalition partners are not in 
harmony since the coalition 
groups the Jordanian Com- 
munist Party, the Palestinian 
Fateh group and Jonfaxuan- 
Palestinian groupings. 

This set-np casts doubts on 
the prospect of tins coalition's 
survival, the politician adds. 

But he also notes that foe 
coalition members could be- 
nefit from the mistakes of the 
past, and it is hoped that the 
coalition would not serve as a . 
mere “Amman political cham- 
ber.” 


By Paul Hopkins 

TO some it may appear risky 
to speak about the fixture in foe 
Middle East, but foe conflu- 
ence of a number of develop- 
ments today tempt one to take 
that risk.' Let me first of aH 
make my prediction then ex- 
plain why I see things as I do. 

Israel will have either 
negotiated peace with the 
Palestinians and her Arab 
neighbours within five year, or 
the State of Israel will riot exist 
in 10 yearn as now constit u ted. 

I believe as I do because four 
major factors now impact 
farad’s future in ways not anti- 
cipated a decade ago. 

First, the Palestinian intifada 
has ended four decades of 
Palestinian submission - to 
farael’s oppressive occupation, 
and in doing so the Palestinian 
nation has been discovered by 
everyone in the world except 
farad's political right wing, 
farad’s superb ability in telling 
its story, aided by wodd sym- 
pathy over the European Jew- 
ish genocide, is now seen for 
the myth that it is. Either farad 
joins the world in recognising ' 
Palestinian rights or loses foe 
world's sympathy. Israel does 
not have modi longer to make 
its decision. - - 

Second, farad’s favourite 
Unde Sam is r unning short of 
cash. As long as times were 
good and the United States 
had no shortage of ability to 
take care of itself, the unpre- 
cedented aid given to Israel 
was 00 problem, farad’s lobby 
in Washington could deliver 
Congress, and the administra- 
tion usually had no good 
reason to resist. Today, with 
cutbacks coining in almost all 
areas of America’s good fife, 
things are different, ft takes 
increasing courage to vote in - 
Congress for cuts in domestic 
programmes and to coutinpe 
(or increase) the $3-$4 billion 


Kuwait defends itself 


(Continued from page 1) . 
the issue. • ... ! .. • .*•••' 

“President Assad said there 
should be no escalation and 
(stressed) the necessity of solving 
Arab differences by talking,” the 
Syrian News Agency SANA 
quoted the president as tefling 
envoy Abdul Rahman Al Awadi, 
Kuwait’s minister of state for 
cabinet affairs. 

'SANA said Awadi delivered a 
message on tbe dispute to Assad 
from Kuwait’s emir. Sheikh Jaber 
Al Ahmad Al Sabah. 

The Kuwaiti minister, who ar- 
rived from Jordan Sunday, was to 
leave for Lebanon later Monday 
to hand a similar message to 
President Elias Hrawi. 

Arab League Secretary- 
General Chadli Klibi has sus- 


pended his mediation in tbe Iraq- 
Kuwait crisis until -he is 1 ensured 
of Iraq’s cooperation, diplomatic 
sources repotted Monday. 

Klibi, after two (fays of talks 
with Kuwait's leadership, left 
Sunday for his h eadquarters in 
Tunis. He did not proce e d to Iraq 
as bad been an tic ip ated. 

The sources, who spoke to the 
AP on condition they not be 
named, said that be would head 
hack from Umis to Baghdad once 
be was ensured of sufficient wil- 
lingness for cooperation by Iraq. 

Five North African states de- 
cided Monday to send an envoy 
to the Gulf to try to mediate fix 
foe dispute. 

The final declaration of a two- 
day Maghreb summit expressed 
concern over the row. 


aid package to Israel... Bob 
Dole’s break is only foe beghk 
fans AJPAC, farad’s lobby, fa 
• oir the skids. M tiie final anafy- 
iasjt cannot defiver the vote if 
those numhg for re-election 
(w as candidates for the . first 
tune) choose to pot the issue of 
AIPACs supposed power on 
foe fable, as-DoIe and others 
are doing. _ 

. Third, Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq has created in toe Middle 
East a “balance of tenor.” 
America's btrikhq> of Israel’s 
military power has made Israel 
a source oftenor to her Arab 
neighbours* Sadly, Israel has 
not, to date, used that power 
to make peace.- Her two inva- 
sioiis of Lebanon, many thrusts 
of reprisal into that poor coun- 
try, the. bombing of Iraq. and 
Tunis- — all these have created 
fears in tile Arab Worid winch 
-Israel blindly refuses to under- 
stand. Now Hussein says that 
Iraq stands ready to respond to 
any such future attack by rais- 
ing tbe ante (as Israel has done 
in tbe past by its use of bom- 
bers to retaliate for a few 
guerrillas expsuag her border) 
by using “the poor man’s nuc- 
lear bomb," chemical 
weapons, in retaliation. 

Shice Israel knows that Sad- 
dam Hussein is sufficiently 
malevolent to carry out hfa 
threat, one hopes that there 
will be sufficient leadership in 
farad's government to keep its 
Massada complex in check. 
That, in turn, means that it wfll 
be difficult to tty to rebuild 
world sympathy by risking 
some military experiment, as 
has been attemptedin the past 
In today’s atmosphere of “re- 
solution of confficts” it would, 
be foolhardy in any event; in 
view of Hussein's threat of 
retaliation it should be compa- 


rable to a threat against 
h uma nit y in the Middle East. 

Fourth, farad's option for 
the status quo m intnual po& 

- tics is foreclosed, as is its op- 
tica of occupying Palestinian 
land. The potiticaT stalemate 
that has. created .'two govern- 
ments of “national unity” has 
just about run ...its .course. 

• Something must give,- and 
soon. During a recent visit- to 
Israel I was told that; roughly 
speaking, 20~jj»er cent of the 
Israeli people arc prepared to 
exchange land for peace; 20 
per cent are at (or dose to) the 
point of risking civil war rather 
than give up the occupied terri- 
tories; and 60 -per cent are 
Hkdy to go ta -any direction 
they may be. led.. .Obviously 
they have not been getfing 
leadership duringtbeperiod of 

the so-called national unity 
g o v e rnments. -But '-those '-days 
wfll soon be over, and a. change 
in - the way Israel- elects its 
leadership is bound to crane. 

If responsible leadership re- 
sults from such, an election, 
leadership which recognises 
that Israel now stands alone in 
the world but has a targe secur- 
ity for itself and justice for the 
Palestinians, IsraelcouJd be at 
peace with ta neighbours with- 
in five years. If, on the other 
hand, it responds to leadenhip-- 
with a Massada complex — - 
which SUmwwt seems to exhibit 

— then brael wfll either 
plunge into civfl war or the 
Middle East into a. genocide 
which wm make Hitler’s in- 
famous European genocide 
pale by co mp aris o n. ~ 

Iifa « terrible moment when 
a nation positioned as Israel is, 
comes to a time when its op- 
tion fair foe status quo fa fore- 
dosed by history — Israel and 
Palestine Pofitical Report. 


tbe writer, . Paul Hopkms, is an international 
Sudan and Middle East and formerly in charge i 
for foe Presbyterian Church, USA. 


pedaSst on tbe 
F Mideast affairs 





f ■ H 

lliTfXnl 






a'J l 1 *■ I'lR’i'y »~.l 



mMk 

m'i vnXXi l jr'l Vur, 1 1 ' 'i *L ' 

In .. • rv i vf - ■ t -i •7T77'T. 





it) OVe MV RIGHT ARM' 
fOR'AGOOOGCM- 
K ICKER AND — //Jr 



Andy Capp* 




Peanuts 













• " * • » Ixv; •. " ;- j»r ~ t- . • r -~ . • . 



JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, JULY 24, 1990 5 


ht 5 *- 


* *5 

est 

3 ^t 

*2V 

*nsi 


■s 


By Andrew Katefl 

T3ki. Associated' Press 


Hard times for communists means paying phone, electricity h ills 


USSR - — Their policies 
arc ^ttacked from left and rqgfrt 
They are losing some of their can 
4£Kl conntry homes: And now 
they have to start paying their 
gwn telephone -and electricity 
MBs:.;.;, 

■ Pdr pwimunistsintlus ancient 
Russian dty 4 these ace not the 
bes|_of tones. And they may be a 
sign of things to come for other 
areas. 

- Jnst ask Sergei Goryachev, the 
spang dly party chief of Tver, a 
city 170 kilometres northwest erf 
Moscow that was renamed last 
week from .Kalinin. The 38-year- 
old son of a serviceman admits 


ftai a vacation that gave him a 
ni c e tan also started hm? thinking 
about q ui tting.- 
“This troubled me especially 
timing my vacation, when ! had 
more time to think. And now 
every party worker is thinking. 
Of coarse there is worrying, se- 
- nous worrying,” Goryachev said 
in his office in Tver. 

With Soviet Founder Vladimir 
Lcmn staring from a portrait on a 
wall, Goryachev said bis soul- 
searching brought him to a simple 
conclusion: **111 rhi< period, to 
leave would be pure betrayal.'* 
Sparked by dissatisfaction with 
this month's 28th Communist 
Party Congress, dozens of party 
leaders have come to the opposite 
conclusion, inclu ding Maverick 


Boris N. Yeltsin, the president of 
the Russian Republic. They have 
qmt the party. 

The party is under attack 
nationwide from the left for not 
giving up its exclusive cells in the 
KGB and army and police and 
not sharing its massive wealth — 
buildings and printing presses — 
with fledgling competitors. The 
ri£ht is angry that the party is 
loosening its grip on Eastern 
European allies and is borrowing 
from capitalism in its economic 
reforms. 

It is not known how many 
communists nationwide have 
turned in their cards to the 19 
million-member party since the 
congress stood firm against these 
demands. 


But in the Tver region, 3.000 of 
the 150,000 Communist Party 
members have left the party in 
the first half of this year. 

Goryachev predicts more will 
quit because of unhappiness with 
what be calls inconcrete decisions 
of the congress. The mood 
already is showing in his meetings 
with workers. 

“They are cold m the very 
beginning when you walk in. But 
then, people see that you are the 
same as they, have the same 
problems and that the problems 
concern me,” he said. 

Many complaints, he said, are 
about privileges accorded party 
officials. Goryachev and other 
officials say many summer cot- 
tages, care and medical facilities 


reserved for the elite have been 
turned over to the government. 

The older generation of party 
officials, even more accustomed 
to the good life, faces similar 
complaints. 

“To bear out criticism is not a 
pleasant task,” said Alexander 
Ilyenkov, Tver’s 53-year-old re- 
gional party chief. 

Ilyenkov, who talks quickly in 
a deep baritone and smokes a 
hard-to-find brand of cigarettes, 
says be answers frankly. “Many 
of the misfortunes today were 
generated by me and I take the 
responsibility,” be tells the pub- 
lic. 

The party is taking responsibil- 
ity in other ways, as well. In Tver 
and several other regions, it is 


ending its free ride. 

The party committee in tin's 
dry on the Volga River has de- 
cided to start paying for tele- 
phones. electricity and television 
air time. 

The phone and electricity bills 
of party offices at factories have 
traditionally been paid by the 
host organisations, which are run 
by the government, Goryachev 
said. But to head off claims by 
prospective competing parties, 
such bills wfl] now be paid out of 
the party budget, he said. 

That is not as radical a step as 
some activists * demand. They 
want the party to give up its 
privileged access to factory work- 
ers by moving out of its factory 
offices. 


The reforms also stop short of 
another demand of radicals: That 
the party denationalise its proper- 
ty and share it with other parties. 

In Tver, the party is giving 
some of its buildings to the local 
city council. Its four city commit- 
tees are being consolidated into 
one, half of its 112 staff em- 
ployees are to laid off. 

Tver Mayor Sergei Kisflev says 
he's adopting the spirit of the 
times, in which the party has 
given up its constitutionally 
guaranteed monopoly of power. 

Although no opposition parties 
have officially registered in Tver. 
Kialev says that if they do he will 
“guarantee everyone equal con- 
ditions.” 

The government, he says, will 


no longer pay for the party's use 
of the local TV station or non- 
party newspapers and will send a 
trill to the party for meetings in 
theatres and other public build- 
ings. 

Goryachev says Tver’s police 
chief has stopped calling tnm to 
report regularly on crimes in the 
city. Party departments that su- 
pervised the KGB and other 
organs in the city are being abo- 
lished, he says. 

Ilyenkov believes the reforms 
will enable the party to win back 
the people’s hearts. But he says 
the process won't be easy because 
the congress was not like a tailor’s 
shop winch you “come out of in a 
renewed suit, discarding the old 
one.” 
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Petra Bank scandal 


(Co nti n u ed from page 1) 


'Techniques* — to what end? 


Q wlab i is credited by many for 
bringing in advanced computerised 
banking operations, including elec- 
tronic teller maahin^ , into the 
bounfey, but some experts argue 
that computers had actually helped 
tiw tycoon to enjoy instant c ont rol 
of every aspect of the bank's opera- 
tions and accounts ficus his central 
console. 

A banker described a team of 
Ind i an computer experts brought in 
by Chalabi in 1983 as “some of the 
best computer brains.” The hankw 
believes it is “doubtful” that the 
team, drawn into 'Petra from 
some of the leading Indian hnnlrtng 
in sti tu tions, actually knew anything 
about the monetary implications of 
the figures or the accounting sys- 
tems they were working with.” 
Members erf the team left the King- 
dom around the time the author- 
ities took over the affairs of the 
bank. 

Another banker cited as an ex- 
ample what he described as “over- 
night alterations” in the bodes of 
the bank from the central computer 
console system to which, it is be- 
lieved, only Chalabi bad access. "In 
some cases, some branch managers 
were shocked to find that their tod 
debts' had grown by over a couple 
of million dinars overnight, 1 ' he 
said. “Of course, there is very EtUe- 
they could do about H since the 
entire accounting and balancing 
system was centralised.” 


'Speculation encouraged* 


According to Dr. Waked, inves- 
tigations have revealed that Chala- 
bi, whose whereabouts are pre- 
sumed to range from Lebanon and 
Syria, through London and Geneva 
' to Hong Koog'and Thaflandi 1 had 
also “encouraged Jordanians and 
Jordanian institutions to speculate 
in foreign markets through institu- 
tions controlled by him." Jorda- 
nians are banned. by law from spe- 
culating in foreign markets. 

If that was not enough, said Dr. 
Waked, “many of our people and 
institutions were also encouraged 
by Chalabi to speculate in the 
commodity market,” where the 
risks are much higher. Financing 
for these deals was channelled 
through institutions such as die 
Geneva-based Soccofi and the 
Beirut and Geneva branches of 
Middle East Banking Company 
(Mebco) and the London-based 
Socsctie Commissionaire, et Finan- 
riere (SCF), according to Dr. 
Waked. Soccofi and Mebco. both 
under liquidation, were controlled 
by Chalabi, an Iraqi who is believed 
to have been the banker of the 
ShTite Amal militia in Lebanon. He 
is married to the daughter of 
Lebanese defence minister Adel 
Qsseiran. " 

“Claims” ngaintf Petra, which 
was ordered liquidated by the Eco- 
nomic Security Committee (ESC) 
earfier this week, from Soccofi and 
Mebco as well as SCF and the 
Sudanese National Bank are un- 

hkely to be settled in the liquidation 

process, bankas said, noting that 
accounts of these institutions were 
not transferr e d to the Housing 
Bank prior to Bqtridation under 
another ESC decision issued last- 
week. 

These and other external claims 
against Petra Bank are in the region 
of $116 mOfion,' acoortfing to a 
source with the auditors’ 

repent. No spht-op figure was im- 
mediately available, but it appears 
to be a foregone conclusion that tbe 
CBJ, which has guaranteed the 
deposits of Jordanians and Jorda- 
nian residents, will not entertain 
such claims, particularly that some 
of them are m feet from Cbalabi- 
owned institutions. . 

Finance Minister Basel Jardaneh 
has said that Petra Bazik had been 
systematically foODening money out 
of Jordan through Mebco and Soc- 
cofi. At one point late last year, he 
revealed , that at least $68 million 
transferred outride Jordan by Petra 
Bank was unaccounted fo fr inciud - 
ing $8 nuffion personally appropri- . 
ated by Chalabi. "It fa only an 
indication of the magnitude of the 
affair,!* he had said. 

The personal property of Chala- 
bi, mainly a villa and vehicles, bas 
been placed under Petra Bank se- 
ngestadap after tbe fugitive bank- 
er foiled to settle a recorded loan of 
about JD 1.8 miQkn which was due 
last year. The bank was ran by an 
interim management committee 
from Asg. 2, 19® -r- when the 
iiBt ftytinn was taken over — to July 

21 1990 tte date the liquidation 

process was formally launched. Tbe 
CBJ, which was named the liquida- 
tor with sweeping powers, has 
appointed a five-member panel 1 to 
supervise the fiquidaiion process. 
The has also named three 
advisers to the paneL 


‘Over 160 cases expected’ 


Dr. Waked said investigations 




were amosi complete and he 
expected over 100 cases to be filed 
by the martial law authorities. “I 
cannot provide any specific number 
of cases or date it is up to the 
martial law court to deckle,” be 
said. 

Charges in the case arc believed 
to indude violations of CBJ regula- 
tions, speculation over the Jorda- 
nian dinar, which partially contri- 
buted to the currency's dramatic 
chop m exchange value, and embez- 
zlement and outright frauds. 

Dr. Waked declined to reveal 
any details of any of the cases or 
people involved. He would only say 
that Chalabi himself and some 
members of Petra Bank staff were 
certain 10 face prosecution. “Any- 
where between SO and 100 people 
could be booked,” be said. "Again, 
it is for the martial law court to 
decide.” 

Oo several occasions, persons 
linked to Petra Bank had been 
detained and released, some of 
them on baQ and others uncon- 
ditionally. after questioning by the 
authorities, but none of them is 
befieved to be in custody at present. 

Businessmen, inchidiiig company 
owners and moneychangers, bank 
employees, real estate agents, offi- 
cials and "people from ah walks of 
fife” were called-in by fee investi- 
gating committee to give testimo- 
nies. While some of them were 
believed to have been Chalabi ’s 
"proxies” others were owners or 
employees of industrial units, su- 
permarkets, computer firms and 
other commercial enter pri ses. 

Scores of people holding official 
positions, high and low, were cus- 
tomers of the bank, and, more 
often than not, had been enjoying 
easy overdraft and loan facilities, 
said a source familiar with the find 
- report of the auditors. “In many 
cases, such facilities were granted 
with no proper collateral or guaran- 
tee," said the source who added 
' that most of die holders of such 
accounts had repaid their debts 
since the take-over of the bank. 

lit some cases, collaterals were 
found to be worth less than 40 per 
cent of fee actual loans granted on 
them, according to an official 
source. “The case of a small piece 
of land in an Amman suburb worth 
JD 30,000 mortgaged against a loan 
of JD 80,000 was not uncommon," 
said the source. "Tbe consideration 
here, obviously, was the person 
who actually owned the land and 
took the loan rather than (he value 
of die property.” 

CBJ Governor Mohammad 
Saeed A1 Nabulsi said in a televi- 
sion interview last week that over 
80 per cent of Petra Bank's woes 
were tbe result of Chalabi’s actions. 
He said some of tbe management 
members as well as bank officials 
could also be held responsible for 
some aspects of the case. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran, 
announcing at tbe House of Parlia- 
ment Saturday that inquiries into 
the Petra Bank scandal had been 
completed and martial law author- 
ities were almost ready to file for- 
mal cases, also emphasised tbe 
gravity of the problem and the 
complications involved in sorting 
oat the affair. 

Departing from a prepared text 
of his speech at Saturday’s session, 
he said, “there are at hast 60 files 
related to Petra Bank,” and ges- 
tured: “Each file is at least 60 
centi m etres thick.” 

Badran cited the case as the only 
reason that is delaying die fulfil- 
ment of the government’s pledge to 
abolish martial law totally. He said 
as soon as the cases were finished, 
martial law would be declared nulli- 
fied. 

According to Dr. Waked, die 
investigators have uncovered scores 
of cases where Chalabi used other 
people as a front to conduct ins 
dubious banking activities. 

“In many cases, people appeared 
to have simply trusted the man, and 
left everything to him without the 
slightest suspicion.” 

“The authorities should have 
mlwi action against Petra Bank at 
least eight years back," according 
to Dr. Waked- "Tbe losses could 
have been brought down to a mini- 
awm- 

According to sources, the deficit 
in Petra Bank accounts is estimated 
by the auditors between JD 252 

nuffion and JD 255 auUSan, and the 
Central Bank has said it pumped in 

more than JD 200 minimi into Petra 
Bank after it was taken oyer. 

“Better late than never ," -Waked 
said adding that tbe liquidation 
order was inevitable. "As a mem- 
ber of the investigating committee, 
as a director of a Jordanian bank 
and above all as a Jordanian, I 
believe liquidation was tbe only 
►way out for Petra Bank," be said. 

AS a banker t P irnTTlf d it Up, tile 

p«ra Bank cases, as and when they 
are presented for trial, are expected 

to at least partly answer tbe most- 
heard question in town: “Afi Baba 
has fledj but what about the. 40 
ttrieves?" 


King meets 
Mubarak 


and Aziz 


(Continued from page 1) 


the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
which also came under the Iraqi 
accusations. "They are the ones who 
are threatening us,” Aziz said. “We 
do not threaten anyone.” 

Egypt has reportedly proposed a 
four-point solution to Aziz. 

According to a report from Cairo 
distributed by tbe official Kuwait 
News Agency, the points are: 

— Excluding threat of military ac- 
tion by any parry against the other 
— An Egyptian shuttle for rap- 
prochement of views between the two 
countries, with help from other Arab 
countries welcomed; 

— A reconciliation at fore- 

ign ministers level, possibly in Cairo, 
with the participation of a “limited 
number of Arab countries who have 
political weight;” 

— The ending of afi media cam- 
paigns against each other. 

In Amman, a Jordanian official 
who declined to be named said of tbe 
King’s trip, “Jordan has excellent 
relations with Golf slates and all Arab 
countries and His Majesty will try to 
solve all problems in the best man- 
ner.” 


Restrictions 


(Contained from page 1) 
there were “children, elderly and 
sick people.” 

But he said the backlog eased 
after a United Nations border 
trace committee had “settled tbe 
problem” and informed Jordan 
that tbe occupation authorities 
wflLallow tbe previous quota: of 
22^050 people to cross weekly 
between May 15 and Sept. 1. 

Attar said the U.N. committee 
did not give any explanations for 
the Israel's restrictions. 

Jordan complained last week 
that Israel had only allowed in 
12,900 Palestinians between July 
11-18. 

During the May-September 
period traffic is swollen by 
Palestinians returning home for 
summer visits from jobs abroad. 


Doctors warn 


don’t make 


Espresso 


By Lee Sii_ 

The Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES — Add two new 
dangers to life in America's tren- 
dy lane: Espresso maker's wrist 
and choking from eating ever-so- 
lightiy done California cuisine 
while wearing 3 dental retainer. 

Cases of the two new perils of 
modern living were reported in 
letters published in the June issue 
of the Western Journal of Medi- 
cine. 


In one case, Berkeley Physi- 
cian Dennis Shusterman said that 
during a visit to a restaurant, he 
noticed an elastic bandage 
around the owner’s right wrist. 

The restaurateur told the doc- 
tor he had suffered increasing 
wrist pain for two months. 

“The pain was exacerbated 
each time he inserted spigots con- 
taining fresh coffee grounds into 
an Espresso machine with a rotat- 
ing motion of the handle — a 
manoeuvre that he repeated 80 to 
100 times a day,” Shusterman 
wrote. 


The doctor performed tests and 
determined the restaurant owner 
suffered De Quervain’s Tenosy- 
novitis, an inflammation of the 
sheath surrounding a tendon: in 
the wrist. The condition previous- 
ly was seen in assembly line work- 
ers and in women who spend a lot 
of time wringing wet clothes, 
Shusterman said. 

“While tbe prevalence of this 
disorder among Espresso makers 
is unknown, the recent surge in 
popularity of Espresso drinking 
may place additional persons at 
risk,” be wrote. 

The second hazard involved 
choking “associated with two re- 


latively recent treads: adult 
orthodontics and California 
cuisine,” said a letter by Drs. 
Albert W. Wu and Haya R. 
Rubin of the medical school at 
the University of California at 
San Francisco. 

The patient was a 31 -year-old 
woman who had worn braces for 
an improper bite, had the bands 
removed, and then was fitted 
with a retainer, which she was 
told to wear even during meals. 

“At a lunch meeting, while 
discussing the benefits of a low- 
fat diet over a platter of a! dente 
vegetables, she suddenly stood 
and raised both hands to her neck 
in the international sign of chok- 
ing." Wu and Rubin wrote. 

“Her companion did a prompt 
Heimlich manoeuvre , ejecting an 
intact, nearly 2-inch-long piece of 
broccoli,” they said. 

The doctors said the broccoli 
had lodged in her throat between 
her windpipe and the back of the 
retainer. 

The doctors said that to their 
knowledge, “this is the first re- 
port of choking associated with 
an orthodontic appliance. Pa- 
tients should consider removing 
their retainers before eating.” 

As for the case of Espresso 
maker’s wrist, the restaurant 
owner recovered almost com- 
pletely after spending three 
weeks letting his right wrist rest 
and taking nonprescription anti- 
inflammatory medicine, Shuster- 
man said. 

“He adapted to this occupa- 
tional disability by using his 
opposite hand to insert spigots 
into theEspresso machine, taking 
care to avoid any abrupt or stre- 
nuous manoeuvres in the process,” 
the doctor said. 


A MONTHLY GENERAL CARGO 

CONTAINER service 

FROM SOUTH AMERICA TO 
RED SEA AND EGYPTIAN PORTS 


I’ASC has recently 
reintroduced a monthly 
multi-purpose / General 
Carpo - container hervire 
from Argentina. Brazil and 
other South American 
ports (suhjert to demand), 
direct to Red Sea and 
Egyptian ports. 


it ail adds up " - 
to a superior service 
United Arab" Shipping 
Company... a fleet you can 
count on. 


Committed to service the Arabian Gulf. 
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JORDAN MARKET PL A CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-tO 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 




CROWN 
INT’L EST. 


m packing, shipping. 
| forwarding, storaging. 
5 clearing, door-to-door 
service 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality, in 
1 Horn Sendee: - 
Efewiop vour colour ffim at 
OfA shop, and get:- " . 


* JUMBO photo 

' ♦ <'frmOymniisrpmr' 

Mnmtt ' 20 x -3® cm 
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' Bank;: Phone: 604042 
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DCOR TO DOOR SERVICES 




-ViV ii SEA EScIGHT 


TEL : 621 775 FAX : 6S6 270 
TLX : 23 0 23 POB : 815 40S 
AM MAN -JO Ft DAN 


A . 4 — 

aJi O LoJLAU 


UNIVERSAL 
SPECIALISED 
SERVICES EST. 


Specialists in Packing 
Air & Sea freight forwarding 
Storage & insurance 
House - hold effects insured 
by Jordan French Insurance Co . 
Valuable, Commodities 


Please call Tel: B10641 
P.O.Box 6408 Amman. 
1 st Circle Jabel Amman 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 


GALL SOHA 
AT 
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Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 



a Here 
* Now 


The Minaret 

REAL ESTATE 


real estate 

“R” 

us 


dust Can Us . 


Sales Dept. 833479 
hental Dept. 8 33478 


Home Appliances 


duty Free is available 

• Freezers 

• Refrigerators 

• Washers* Gat Ranges 


Wafa Dajani & Sons Co. 


Makch Street— Tel 824658 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 

in Jordan 


1st Circle. Jabs! Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 

Taka-away sanrica 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnighr 

Tot, 939968 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese flaming pot is available 

TMkMtnnyavmUabtm 

Open daily 12:00 ■ 15-30 
18:00-23:30 


Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

. Tel: 661922 > 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 81 8214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight > 



AUTHENTIC 

CHINESE CUISINE 


elegant 

colorful atmosphere 


motkruie prices 
shemiK»ni_iel : 660250 
[closed on monbysi 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Bffffauptflf 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 


Open Daily 12.30~3.30 pm 
7.30 -11^0 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 
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TheRp^rcyPatice Hotel 


It 


LOBBY LOUNGE 


^SABEEL 

DAfiLYPIANO 

ENTERTAINMENT 






r NIGHTCLUB 

& Restaurant 

folktoric troupes, ballet dan- 
cer, luxurious dinner 
Singing — . Dancing and Fun 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 



II.WIIITH. 


|USl|l|lB 


MIDDLE EAST 


'r 


Tel: 6S51K - 667159 
From 10 pjm. 


Amman -Tef 668193 
P 0. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Soviet gymnasts score top 
marks at Goodwill Games 

Washington (R) - Nervous N^ty and 
«*e cool competitors of the Soviet gymnastic team angling for the pop 
shared star hilling as the Goodwill Games got into shift, when membe 
ftlD swine womcn ’ s *ean 

E* cimKsthino RroTilit 


Medal table 


G S B Tot 


__ Anthony Nesty overcame the 
jitters to once again beat swim 
star Matt Bfenfe, while the mem’s 
gymnastic team of the Soviet 
Union were simply perfect, parti- 
cularly young Vitali Scherbo. 

The 17-day games moved into 
high gear as athletics competition 
open ed at massive Husky Sta- 
dium and Soviet pole vanlter 
Rodion Gataullin treated the 
crowd to the best vault of the year 
outdoors — 5.92 metres — to win 
the gold. 

But Jackie JoyneT-Keisee, who 
set a heptathlon world record in 
the inaugural Goodwill Games, 
got off to a disappointing start in 
this year's event after a poor shot 
put and a slow 200 metres time. 

Nesty punctured Matt Biondi's 
aura of in viability at Seoul wben 
he touched home a mere one- 
hundredth of a second ahead in 
the 200-metre butterfly to deprive 
the American of a sixth gold 
medal in the 1988 Olympics. 

The prospect of a re-match, 
however, left Nesty nervous. 

“I came into this race more 
nervous than I’ve ever been. 
Waiting to swim , I could not 
stand it anymore. I was about to 
pee in my pants,” said Nesty, 
who managed to contain himself 
and transform his nervous energy 
into the speed needed to claim 
the gold. 

Scherbo led the Soviet gym- 
nasts to an awesome sweep as he 
and his teammates collected gold 
in every event of the three-day 
meeting. 

Scherbo, 18, was best of all. He 
won three individual golds, in- 
cluding the all-around title, and 
produced the only perfect 10 
score of the meeting with a thrOi- 
ing vault 


All did not go smoothly on the 
first day of athletics. 

Heptathlete Liliana Nastase of 
Romania was hit on die side of 
the face and neck by a competi- 
tor’s shot pot during warm-ups 
and she left the field before con- 
tinuing. 

Things went better on the track 
for Paul Williams, who won the 
5,000 metres. But his moment of 
glory looked in .jeopardy wben 
the sound system conked out and 
would not play the Canadian 
national anthem. 

At first the crowd booed, but 
the jeers turned to loud and long, 
cheers for Williams, who raised 
his victoy bouquet in apprecia- 
tion. 

Rowing completed a hectic two 
days of competition which were 
full of action on and off the 
water. 

West Germany won the fea- 
tured men’s eight over the U.S. 
rowers by three seats, while Bri- 
tain straggled home last in the 
men's four after replacing irower 
Timothy Foster in the lineup. 
Foster bad been in hospital for 
beat exhaustion and dehydration 
after winning a bronze in the 
men’s four without Coxswain. 

A 25-year-old Seattle man had 
also caused a stir at Mount Baker 
Rowing Centre wben he proc- 
laimed that his camera bag was 
filled with dynamite, placed it on 
die ground and stepped back. 

Special police bomb squads 
were summoned to inspect the 
bag. Inside was only a video 
camera, but police pressed 
charges against the practical jok- 
er anyway. 

Volleyball competition at Gon- 
zaga University in Spokane has 
provided local police with a diffe- 


rent sort of diversion. Police, who 
supervise security there, are 
angling for the popular afternoon 
shift, when members of the Brazi- 
lian women’s team can be seen 
sunbathing Brazilian style — top- 
less. 

Soviet wins marathon 

Meanwhile Zoya Ivanova, a 
seasoned campaigner, led a 
Soviet sweep of (he medals in the 
women’s marathon at the Good- 
win Games Sunday, w innin g in 2 
boms, 34 minutes, 37 seconds. 

Ivanova, 38, and country- 
woman Irina Bogacheva ran side- 
by-side for virtually all of the first 
17 miles of the 28-mile, 385-yard 
(42-kilometre) race. Ivanova, 
winner of 10 of 23 marathons, 
then charged in front as her team- 
mate began to wilt under the hot, 
humid conditions. 

“They only started running 
marathons in the Soviet Union 10 
years ago, so this is a 10-year 
jubilation,” Ivanova said 
through an interpreter. 

Ivanova, a teacher and a 
mother, went in as the favourite, 
having been the only runner in 
the elite nine-woman field with a 
time nnder 2:30. * 

Ivanova’s best career time was 
2:27:57 in finishin g second in the 
1987 World Championships. She 
also was second in the 1985 
World Cup, while her victories 
included the 1981 European Cup, 
the 1982 Tokyo Marathon, the 
1984 Friendship Games, the 1987 
Worid Cup mid the 1989 Los 
Angeles Marathon. 

Bogacheva, rannerup in the 

first Goodwill Games in 1986, 
again finished second in 2:36:24, 
and Raviiya Barangulova was 
third in 2:37:40. 

“I like to run in the U.S., 
because the American fans wel- 
come me, are very friendly, and 
they help me a lot,” Ivanova said. 

Ivanova said her only dis- 
appointment was that “the lead- 
ing runners in the world were not 
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here. ... these were the second- 
class runners. 

“I trained long bouts, and I 
treated the race with the utmost 
seriousness,” she said. 

Among those missing were 
Joan Benoit Samuelson of the 
United States. Norwegians Greta 
Waitz and Ingrid Kristiansen, and 
Rosa Mota of Portugal. 

Lisa Kindelan, a last-minute 
replacement, was the first for the 
United States, placing fourth in 
2:42:05. 

At the 1986 Goodwill Gaines, 
the Soviets swept the first five 
places, with the first U.S. runner 
sixth. 

East German wins 
women’s discus 

The political upheaval that 
brought down the Berlin Wall has 
not affected the athletic pro- 
ficiency of East German discus 
standout like Wyludda — yet. 

Wyludda, unbeaten in two 
years and ranked no. 1 in the 
worid in her spedalty, endured a 
19-hour, twice-delayed flight 
from London but captured the 
women’s discus Sunday at the 
Goodwill Games with a throw of 
223 feet. 4 indies. 


Tour victory ranks 
Lemond among greats 


PARIS (R) — Greg Lemond 
believes his third Tour de France 
victory ranks him alongside all- 
time cycling greats Eddy Merckx 
and Bernard Hinault. 

But that does not mean he 
plans to rest on his laurels. 

The American, sporting a smile 
as bright as the daVriing parisian 
sunshine on Sunday as he com- 
pleted his triumph on the Champs 
Etysees, was already looking for 
new mountains to climb. 

The 29-year-old Californian 
became only tiie sixth rider to win 
at least three tours though he 
remained short of the record of 
five victories held jointly by 
Frenchmen Hinault and Jacques 
Anquetil and Belgian Merckx. 

“I believe I'm in the same dass 
as them,” Lemond said. “I don’t 
have to win five Tours de France 
to prove it. Hinault and Merckx 
never had to contend with the 
same physical problems I did. 

“But I am as capable of win- 
ning the Tour as they are. I'll be 
back next year and FU be as 
dangerous as anybody. I intend to 
continue riding for two or three 
’more years and if the chance of 
.winning the Tour comes my way 
again, I won’t refuse.” 

Lemond, who has also won two 
World Road Race titles, could be 
forgiven for sitting back on his 
remarkable record, achieved de- 
spite two lost years in 1987 and 
1988 through his near-fatal shoot- 
ing accident and a serious ankle 
injury. 


But he said he (dans to ride in 
the remaining World Cup races 
until the end of the season and 
defend his worid title in Japan ax 
tiie be ginning of September. 

If he won -in Japan, -he > would 
be first rider ever to complete a 
Tour de France-World Cham- 
pionship double in successive 
years. 

Ironically, Lemond has not 
crossed a finishing line in first 
place since his world title triumph 
in Chambeiy, France last year. 
Though he rode a brilliant tactical 
race, be failed to land a single 
stage win in tiie Tour and his 
early season was marred by a 
mystery vims which upset his 
preparations. 

He placed only 105th in the 
Tour of Italy and dropped to 18th 
in the world rankings. 

But few would contest his claim 
to be the world's greatest rider 
even if a new generation is 
emerging which ^cQuldi threaten 
bis dominance in the great three- 
week race around France. 

The likes of Spaniard Miguel 
Indurain, Dutchman Eric 
Breukink and Gianni Bagno of 
Italy, all top 10 finishers, did 
enough to suggest each could 
start next year with serious 
aspirations of wresting Lemonds 
crown. 

Though 1988 Tour winner Ped- 
ro Delgado disappointed, 
finishing outside the top three for 
the first time in four years, 
Lemond still sees the Spaniard as 



Greg Lemond (kft) rides hand in hand with Soviet 
Union’s Dimitri Koufebev daring the last stage of 
Tour de France 


the biggest threat 

“It doesn’t matter what the 
others did tins year, it’s what you 
do next year which counts. De- 
lgado will still be the most 
dangerous. Everyone starts from 
zoo in January. Breukink and 
Indurain may be a threat but let's 
see what they do then.” 

Indurain placed only 10th, six- 
places fewer than his team leader 
Delgado, but his superb riding in 
the mountains and time trials 
impressed everybody and some 
observers felt be could have won 
the race if he had not spent so 
much of his energy serving his 
leader rather than himself. 

Breukink finished third, win- 
ning two time trials by a large 

margin an d K Wifii nim^ r Ins prom- 
ise as the best of the rising Dutch 
generation. 


Bugno, Tour of Italy winner, 
said his had come to France just 
to learn. He won fee classic moan- 
tain stage of I’Alpe <fHuez, tiie. 
classic ’s prin t stage in Bordeux 
■and placed seventh overall Not 
bad for a learner. 

But, Lemond apart, the rider 
who may best be remembered 
from the 1990 Tour is Claudio 
Chiappocd, the modest Italian 
who wore the yellow jersey for 
nine days nntil the American 
seized it in the penultimate stage. 

Chiappucd may have been 
lucky to benefit from a 10-minute 
advantage after a surprise first 
stage breakway but, growing in 
stature with the yellow jersey on 
his back, he defended his lead 
with tremendous pluck until he 
could resist no more. 

Of such heroes is Tour de 
Fiance history made. 
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43 
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Sunday’s Games 

Baltimore 9, Chicago 3 
New York 10, Minnesota 6 
Seattle 4, Milwaukee 3 
Cleveland 8, California 1 
Oakland 3, Toronto 0 
Kansas Gty 2, Boston 1 
Texas 5, Detroit 3 


Sunday’s Gaines 


Atlanta 3, New York 2, 10 inning s 
Pittsburgh 11, Los Angeles 6 
Philadelphia 6, Cincinnati 2 
St, Louis 6, San Diego 4 
Chicago 4, San Francisco 2 
Houston 3, Montreal 2 


Agassi 
cruises to 
Washington 
classic 

WASHINGTON (R) — Top- 
seeded Andre Agassi crushed any 
hopes sixth-seed Jim Grabb had 
of capturing his second career 
angles tide with a 6-1, 6-4 victory 
Sunday in tiie $550,000 Washing- 
ton Tennis Clastic. ' 

The last time the two met in a 
final at Seoul in 1987, Grabb 
walked away with the winner's 
trophy. Since then the two had 
met twice, Agassi winning both, 
and be gave a repeat performance 
Sunday. 

Agassi, ranked fourth in the 
worid, needed only 62 minutes to 
dispose of Grabb and win the 
$70,000 first prize - in his first 
tournament since losing the 
French Open finaL 

“I came here and every match 
it seemed like I rose to the 
occasion,” said Agass i , who had 
not hit a tennis ball for a month- 
until four days before coining to 
Washington. 

“I could've done better if I was. 
pushed harder. I feel great about 
my performance.” 

Agassi totally dominated the 
38th-ranked Grabb, whose serve- 
and- volley game deserted him. 





Andre Agassi 

For modi of tiie match Agassi 
kept Grabb pinned to the base- 
line, forcing him to d hi wc * ffer 
balls — something Gxabb is not 
comfortable doing. 

In the 20-minute first set, 
Grabb only held his serve once, ; 
in the fourth game, while manag- 
ing a total of only three points off 
Agassi's serve. 

Grabb improved in the second 
set, but only enough to lose it 
respectably. Agassi made in the 
decisive break in the third game 
with a backhand pass. 

<( I thought Andre played 
great,” said Grabb, who won 
$36,880. “He’s hitting the hall, 
with such pase you have to see 
-the ball quickly. Pd have to sus- 
tain a high level of play for too ' 
long.” 


Sanchez survives duel 
to win Newport title 


NEWPORT, Rhode Island (R) 
— Top-seeded Arantxa Sanchez- 
Vicario of Spain rallied to a 7-6, 
(7-2), 4-6, 7-5 victory over un- 
seeded Jo Durie of Britain Sun- 
day to win the singles title at die 
Virginia Slims of Newport Tennis 
Tournament 

Sanchez trailed 2-5 in the third 
set of a thrilling final but strode 
-back to break Dime’s serve three 
consecutive times to earn her 
second singles title of the season. 

“I played the important points 
very well,” Sanchez said. “When 
I was down 2-5 , 1 just tried to play 
from pant to point and concen- 
trate very hard.” 

The 18-year-old Sanchez, rank- 
ed seventh in the worid, earned 
$45,000 and passed the milli on- 
dollar mark for her career. Done, 
29, playing in her fiist singles 
. final in. seven years, -earned 

$ 20 , 200 . ; ; 

“When It came to tiie crunch I 
got a little bit nervous,'* Durie 
admitted. “Maybe I didn’t really 
believe in myself at tiie end.” 

Dime, ranked as high as fifth in 
1983, has been plagued by in- 
juries and indifferent results for 
the past seven years. 

“Although Pm disappointed 


about losmg from a 5-2 lead, I can 
at least look at something positive 
about my tennis,” said Durie, 
whose WTA computer ranking 
improved 67 spots to 54th. . 

■ “I felt I played better than 
when I was ranked fifth in the 
world. That is something to give 
me confidence and build upon.” 

The start of the grass court 
final was delayed nearly an hoar 
by rain, and tiwn the players had 
to contend with a thick fog that 
rolled in off the Atlantic Ocean. 

Sanchez took the first set of the 
top-quality, closely-fought -con- 
test in a tie-breaker, 7-2. 

The second set was also tight, 
with Dime levelling the match by 
breaking serve in the seventh 
game. 

Durie twice served for die 
championship in tiie third set but 
just. could not pull.it out.- . 

-yi tTh is war Asway: nnportant 
tournament to win. for me, being 
my first on grass. It tells everyone 
that I can play on this surface,” 
said Sanchez, who lost in the first 
round at Wimbledon. 

Durie also read a positive mes- 
sage in the result. 

‘Tin just happy to be bade 
playing good tennis again,” she 
said. 


Vogler dies in crash on 
small Indiana race track 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Rich 
Vogler’s life ended the same way 
his father's did: in a crash on a 
small Indiana race track. 

Vogler, who would have been 
40 Thursday, died of head in- 
juries Saturday nigbt after 
crashing at the Salem Speedway 


in 'southern Indiana.. 

His father Don feed in 1981 
during practice for a U.S. Auto 
Cub (USAC) midget race at the 
Indianapolis Speedrome. 

He was the first of two race car 
drivers to die in less than 12 
boors. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH H1RSCH 

O1B0O Trtbonn Marts Santcsa, Inc. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*5 9 963 C-AK9S52 4KJ 6 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with a weak two-beart- 
bid. What action do yon take? 
A.— Treat an opening weak two- 
bid much as if opener had bid one of 
the suit. You would have overcalled 
one heart with two diamonds, so bid 
three diamonds over two hearts. 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*AX63 987 01043 4A984 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

2 9* 3 0 Pass ? 

•—Weak 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You want to tdl partner you 
have game aspirations but you don't 
want to bypass three no trump, 
which might be your only makable 
game should partner have a heart 
stopper. Die way to convey that 
information is to cue-bid three 
hearts, which indicates a strong 
hand, but says nothing about con- 
trol of the suit itself. 

QJ— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

45 9963 OAK9852 4KJ6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

2 9* 3 0 Pass 3 9 

Pass ? 

•-Weak 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You have a dead minimum for 
an overcall at the three-level. As is 
usual in situations where you have 
already bid your values, sign off in 
the cheapest strain available. Bid 
four diamonds. 

Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


4AK63 987 01043 4A984 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

2 9* 3 0 Pass 3 9 

Pas 4 0 Pas ? 

•—Weak 

What action do you take? 

A.— Don’t bid the same values 
twice! Your three-heart cue-bid al- 
ready showed game-interest and 
you could hardly have less for that 
action than what yon hold. Pass; if 
partner couldn't bid game it’s un- 
likely you can score 11 tricks. 

Q.5— Neither' vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AQ4 9Q5 0832 *105432 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

19 Pas 1 NT Pas 

2 * Pas ? 

What action do you take? 

A.— Fie on you if you thought we 
were setting a trap. This is simply a 
matter of whether you rate your 
hand worth another bid. Since the 
queen of hearts feould be upgraded 
and your fifth club is a great card, 
three dubs gets our nod. 

Q.6— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4A983 9J4 OA93 *K965 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

19 Pass 14 Pas 

1 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Another question of valuation. 
Point counters wiE tell you feat you 
should raise to two no trump with 
12 points. However, we feel your 
jack in partner’s suit should be up- 
graded and your intermediates are 
good, so we would opt for three.no 
trump. . 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TCEOTAYJULY 24, 1990 
By Thomas. $. Pierson, Astrologer, 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Ex- 
cdkat opportunities today require 


about ajoore harmonious cokrarto 
jw wefi-bring. Nbw frie ndsh ips 
come easily mid work to. your 


ARIES: (MardL21 to April 19) Pot 
yoaraejf on notice. eariy that yon 
are going' to use eveiy idea that 

cornea into your mind to utilise tbe 
potentials in them to advance your 
prosperity. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have many inspired thoughts 
about what ; you can quietly do to 
makeryour dreams come tree and 
should act on them m private right 
away. 

GEMKNL- (May 21 to June 21) You 
nqw have a chance tamake some' 
fafawting 

can <open doors Ear you by which 
you can gain personal goals you 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
.fitly 21) Although home and family - 
are vital to your -happiness, you 
have a strong desire for a greater 
part -in the scheme of patriotic 
interest you tike. ' 

LEO: (July 22. to August 21) You 
Eke to make coustrnctive changes 
and this is a particularly opportune 
day to do so and your success can 
soar by more idealistic projects. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Sept em be r 
22.) You Bee to have e v ery th i ng 


correct and in.onfer and this is a. 
fine day io organise ybar activities 
sotb^aremra^opexativefpryott- 

LfflRAs. (September 23 to October 
22) You like to analyse and ba- 
lance whatever you come incoo- 
tact wife but today you can meet' 
those who are endowed wife post 
tree action feat you need.. - 
SCORPIO: (October 23 toNcrvem- 
ber 21) Youawakea. wife an entim- * 
-siastze urge to. get far more done 
than in usually ponftrie dozing a 

day of work and yoa can dothis so 
don't pm oft 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 ter 
December 21) A day when you 
want to have a good time hi ways' 
you have not enjoyed dr expert-, 
enced are this and it » just tiie right 
time to -branch out in activities. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A wbote new set. of 
eooditioas could be just what is 
needed in order to add to the 
harmony al your dweffing so por in 
motion today. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Consider weflwhat you emi 

do to increase whatever productive 
activity is your.mun interes t and 
you can achieve far more than, you 
had thought possible. ' . 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You; have 'some excellent ideas 
of a. practical natnre'by which your 
income can be increased and even 
■ more p rop erty 'bcbmu£ a part of 
yoot assets: L -. 



Marriage is a give-and=4ake s 
thing. I give him headaches and he 
takes me for granted^ 



Saturday's 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
tarn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: fJU U LL l I 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SMOKY PARTY HAIRDO UQUOR -V 

Answer What he did when the doctor suraested he try 
some weight lifting— STOOD UP 


THE Daily Crossword by Marfc.S. Kafcach 


ACROSS 
1 Study hard 
S Different one 
10 Not even 

14 Magic charm 

15 Not a soul 

16 Palo — 

17 Much 

18 Dunces 

19 "Where have 
you — ?" 

20 Top brass 
nutriment? 

23 Stop up 

24 TGIF word: 
abbr. 

25 Butter? 

28 Enzyme: suff. 
31 Lively 
34 Me*. dish 
38 Tom 
36 Obtain a 
reward 

40 Hotbeds 

41 Officers’ 
refrigerators? 

44 ‘That’s — “ 

45 Viewed 

46 Have the 
nerve 

47 Shortest 
vacation? 

49 Pro - 

51 Hallucinogen 

52 Response: 
abbr. 

53 Previous to 
55 "To each — 

own” 

57 Enlistees’ 
quarters? 

63 Song 

66 Stock phrase 

67 Large auto 

68 In a boat 
69 -Dirt 

70 Margarine 

71 Laughingstock' 

72 Slackened 

73 'Method.' abbr. 

DOWN • • 

1 Rugged rock - 

2 Hold 
sway ' 

3 ’Soon - 
^ Doled 



M#dta s * vt **». me. 
AH MgMa Reamed 


5 Rehearsing a 
TV show 

6 Fee 

7 Dance 

. 8 — the line 
9 Have recourse. 

10 Apprehends 

11 Stout kin ■ 

12 St 

13 Thither 
21 Knock 

.22 Supreme Ross 
. 25 Blackguard 

26 Changes 

27 Ate with a Gl? 

28 Fleet ' " 

29 Deckhand 

30 Likes 
32 Agfa. 

"33 Candle 


Yesterday's Puzzle Salved: 


nnnn nranrcn nm 
Qnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnunnmniFi nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnre 
r,r^P nnri nnnnn 
nnrarann nnnnraraan 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
HHS n «5n nnn nnoai 
HBELH3 nnri rannnn 
nnamnnnrc nnnnrani 
„ nnnnn nnnn ; 
nngnnn nnnn nnn 

shsh nnnnnnnnnn! 

nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nremnn nnnni 


35 Put In shape . in Port ' 
W Barcelona bull . 56L Arias 
S SKfn 1 £ Fuat tw. 

| K money * SSIT 
SO Balloon stuff W ; tractable - 


54 Cathedral city' 60 Slit*,. ‘ 
_ In Port.. 61* ladled, j 


. .---abbe,- 

62- Carton form “ ■ 

63 ‘-Account^-- V* . . ■'<: 

_64 Aj jflik : 1 

- abbfev' .i 

65; Catch' '-.T' 4 - 
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Bulgaria hikes 
price of petrol 


Foreign investment 
in China declines 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria almost BELTING (R) — Foreign invest- political unrest last year. 

doubled the price of petrol Mon- ment in China fell sharply in the “But as foreign countries are _ ^ , _ , 

day foDo>wing cots in oil ship* first half of this year but an easing getting a better understanding of pf'C' QJIVQ TOTf^lOTI T'lnOtlP 

meats from the Soviet Union, the of foreign sanctions, imposed af- June 4th, and as the domestic *■ O lV/Xvlgll 

official BTA news agency said. ter last year’s military crackdown, situation is still improving, the - - 

' rta should mean growth in coming general trend (in foreign invest- T1TTn<S Pn^TCTP tOO milPrl 

months, a ChSese official said ment) is getting better," he said. UlUlO UidigC LUU 111UU1 


official BTA news agency said. 

BTA, quoting an announce- 
ment from the government, said 
the price of normal grade petrol 
was going up from one lev per 
litre to 1.8 lev (33 cents to 60 
cents), while super grade was 
increasing from 1:2 lev to 2.4 lev 
(40 cents to 80 cents). 

The new price is the equivalent 

of $2.70 a gallon for normal grade 
ami $3.60 a gallon for super 
grade. The average monthly wage 
in Bulgaria is only 250 lev ($82). 

Bulgaria has faced a fuel crisis 
since the .beginning of the month 
after the Soviet Union, virtually 
its only source, reduced its sup- 
plies. 

The government announce* 
| ment^skid tiife cbantry^^l not 
have enough foreign exaia ng eJo 
buy ' large quantities of fuel from 
■ nfw t^nutitional sources, and it did 
not expect any change in the 
situation in the foreseeable fu- 
ture. 


Monday. 

Liu Xiangdong, spokesman for 
the ministry of foreign economic 
relations and trade, welcomed 
Japan’s recent decision to permit 
lending under a $5.6 billion loan 
package frozen after the crack- 
down. 

He called on other major in- 
dustrial nations, which also im- 
posed curbs on official lending to 
China alter the army crushed a 
democracy movement in Beijing 
on June 4, 1989, to lift their 
sanctions. 

Liu said the number of new 
foreign investment projects 
approved during the first half of 
the year fell 8.1 per cent from a 


Liu also linked the decline to 
greater selectiveness by provin- 
cial governments in the type of 
investment they permitted, as 
well as to an austerity programme 
that succeeded in checking infla- 
tion but choked off funds to 
Chinese and foreign companies. 

He quoted ministry statistics as 
showing imports during tbe first 
six months of this year fell 23.7 
per cent from a year earlier to 
$13.33 billion. 

Imports from Japan during tbe 
first five months slumped 47.8 per 
cent, while imports from the Un- 
ited States fell 26.8 per cent and 
those from the European Com- 
munity dropped 30.7 per cent. 


year earlier to 2,784, and their Liu attributed the fall to re- 

total contracted value slumped 22 duced demand stemming from 


per cent to $2.35 billion. 

He blamed the slump, which 
occurred despite a steep rise in 
investment from Taiwan, partly 
on what he called distorted re- 
ports by Western media on the 


the austerity programme and to a 
devaluation of the Chinese cur- 
rency last year. 

Exports during the January- 
June period rose 21.7 per cent to 
$24.5 billion, according to tbe 
ministry’s figures. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Feder- 
al telephone regulators are telling 
foreign phone companies that 
overseas calls into the United 
States are about twice as expen- 
sive as they should be. 

And if foreign companies don't 
shape up, the U.S. Federal Com- 
munications Commission (FCC) 
says it will take action to lower 
prices. 

The FCC says U.S. phone cus- 
tomers may have paid as much as 
$1 billion too much for interna- 
tional calls in 1988 due to out- 
moded contracts that allow over- 
seas phone companies to charge 
inflated prices. 

Not only does the practice hurt 
individual pocketbooks, it adds 
greatly to the U.S. trade deficit 
because far more calls go out of 
the United States than come in. 

U.S. phone companies paid out 
$2 billion more in 1988 than they 
took in from foreign phone com- 
panies, according to the FCC, 
which last week threatened to 
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Central Bank oflldal rates 




9my 

SeB 

Japancaeyen (for 100} 

445.6 

448J 

U.S. dollar 

663.0 

667.0 

Dutch guilder 

3593 

361.7 

Rmnd Stating 

1206.1 

12133 

Swedish crown 

111.5 

112-2 

Deaterhcoutit 

. 404.6 

4074) 

Italian Em (for 100) 

553 

53.6 

Swha franc . 

474.0 


Belgian franc (for 10) 

200.9 

202.1 

French fine 

■120.7 

121.4 






LONDON (R) Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on tbe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


Cinema 


1.8190.8200 

U.S. dollar 

1.1550/60 

PapafUsw dollar 

1.6370/75 

Dcutschemarks 

1.8430/40 

Dutch guilders 

1.3985/95 

Swiss francs 

33.68/73 

Belgian francs 

5.4875/4925 

French francs 

1198/1199 

Italian fire 

148.85/95 

Japanese yen 

5.9250/9300 

Swedish crowns 

6.2750/2800 

Norwegian crowns 

6.2175/2225 

Danish crowns 

36230/70 

U.S. dollars 


rainbow 


Tel: 62515$ 


DEADLY PURSUIT 


VACANCY NOTICE FOR 

CPORPTARY 

WITH AN INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANISATION 

A Regional Office of an international Organisation is 
seeking a Secretary. Requirements: Very proficient 
English and Arabic typing as well as excellent 
general command of English. Shorthand and word 
processing skills are essential; other micro-computer 
(MS/DOS) skills an asset. 

Candidates who meet the above require- 
ments should submit their bio-data In 
writing to the Personnel Section, P.O. 
Box 811721, Amman, Jordan, not later 
than 4 August 1990. 


BRITISH CITIZENS: 
RIGHT TO VOTE 

The Representation of the People Act of 1989 has made 
important changes in who can vote in U.K. Parliamentary 
and European Parliamentary Elections. 

1. Even » you left the U.K. as long ago as October 1970 
you can still vote. 

2. People who left the U.K. before they were old enough 
to be Included on the Electoral Register may register 
as overseas electors. 

3. You need no longer declare an Intention to return to the 
U.K. 

In order to qualify you need to fiH in an application form 
by *10 October. 1990. 

To get a form and explanatory leaflet contact the 
Consular Section, British Embassy, P.O. Box #7, 
Abdoun. . 

* 15 September 1980 In Northern Ireland. 
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Baghdad said seeking 
$25 oil price before 
raising OPEC output 


gross domestic product. 


NICOSIA (R) — Iraq wants no 
further rises in OPEC oQ output 
or any increases in members' 
production quotas until prices 
surge to $25 per barrel, the Mid- 
dle East Economic Survey 
(MEES) said Monday. 

The authoritative newsletter 
said the idea was likely to meet 
considerable resistance among 
some key producers when they 
meet in Geneva Thursday. 

But it said there was a strong 
consensus within OPEC to res- 
tore oil prices to- over $18 per 
barypL World prices are now just 
below OPEC’s $18 benchmark. 

An Iranian plan to raise the 
minimum price to $20 per barrel- 
and then to cut OPEC’s output 
celling and quotas if this was not 
reached by October stood a good 
chance of being accepted, it 
added. 

The Geneva talks will probably 
maintain existing quotas for 12 of 
its 13 members, while allocating a 
formal quota of 1.5 million bar- 
rels per day (b/d) for the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), making a 
total ceiling of 22.491 milli on b/d, 
MEES said. 

This is the formula agreed by- 
five Gulf Arab producers, includ- 


ing Iraq, in Jeddah two weeks 
ago. 

The quotas would be main- 
tained until prices rose above $18 
per barrel or possibly higher still 
if the Geneva conference agreed 
to raise the minimum reference 


official position is that quota apd 
ceiling increases should not even 
be considered until the OPEC^ 
basket price readies $25 per bar-' 
rel," MEES said. 

Iraq last Tuesday launched a 
stinging attack on Kuwait and the 
UAE for overproducing and fore- 
Em this was as far as the fog down oil proices, savins they 
consensus went, MEEs said. were pan of tbe U.S. instigated 
“The question of where the conspiracy that drove down oil 
price would have to reach and for prices by 30 per cent in the first 
bow long in order to justify con- half of this year, 
side ration of an increase in die MEES said Iraq's role in press- 
ceiling and quotas, has been left urfog the UAE and Kuwait to cut 
open and there are evidently con- production was welcome for most 
aderable differences of opinion OPEC members but there was 
oq this score," MEES said. dismay in some circles over its 
Kuwait has said It hopes for a hardline tactics, it added, 
higher OPEC quota in October. The Iraqi accusations in the 
The Geneva meeting was likely wake of the July 10 Jeddah agrec- 
to focus on tbe question of price ment in which Kuwait and the 
targets, the Nicosia-based news- UAE agreed to drastically cut 
letter said. output, stunned conservative 

The newsletter said despite the Gulf Arab producers, 
support for the Iranian proposal, 

another line of opinion shared by Iraq — which desperately 
OPEC President Sadek Boussena needs higher oil revenues to fund 
of Algeria would prefer to con- its post-war reconstruction prog- 


centrate on restoring prices to $18 
per barrel, leaving any increase in 
the formal price target till later. 

“At the other end of the spec- 
trum, MEES undestands Iraq’s 


ramme — also threatened to take 
“unspecified action" against both 
countries if they produced above 
their quotas, as they have in the 
past. 


Slack production, currency shortages 
batter food supply in Soviet Union 


limit what American phone com- 
panies can pay to overseas car- 
riers. 

The FCC says roughly half of 
the $2 billion deficit represented 
an overpayment by U.S. consum- 
ers to foreign telephone com- 
panies that have refused to keep 
prices in line with cost-reducing 
advances in technology, such as 
direct dialing. 

The FCC proposed to ease res- 
trictions on how American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph (AT and T) 
and other U.S. long-distance 
companies such as MCI and U.S. 
Sprint negotiate “accounting 
rates" with foreign companies. 
These accounting rates determine 
how the two rides calculate the 
charges consumers pay for inter- 
national calls. 

Competition gives U.S. com- 
panies an incentive to lower 
prices, but foreign phone com- 
panies, which typically are state- 
owned, don’t face competitive 
pressures. 

Their accounting rates may be 
based on the cost of operator- 
assisted international calling, and 
not reflect the lower costs of 
today's ubiquitous direct-dialing. 

West Germany, for instance, 
has not lowered its accounting 
rate since 1983. U.S. phone com- 
panies still pay half of $1.56 a 
minute, or 78 cents a minute, to 
the Germans for completing calls 
to West Germany. 

AT and T and its rivals charge 
between $6.20 and $11.58 for a 
10-minute call from the United 
States to West Gemany, depend- 
ing on when and bow the call is 
made. 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union, plagued by stagnant food 
production and severe shortages 
of hard currency, frees bread 
shortages and increased social 
tensions, Prime Minister Nikolai 
Ryzhkov has warned. 

Ryzhkov told the new pres- 
idential council and republican 
leaders that real food production 
— up about (me per cent — had 
just barely kept pace with popular 
turn growth. 

Government purchases of grain 
from collective and state farms 
were lagging behind 1989 and. 
there was not enough currency to 
even approach last year’s purch- 
ase of 44 milfion tonnes on the 
foreign market. 

“Unless we fundamentally 
change tbe situation, then the 
country is not in any condition — 
I can say categorically — to 
purchase that mud) grain,” Ryzh- 
kov said in a speech. 



Ryzhkov lamented the farm 
sector’s poor performance and 
said tbe real growth rate was 
virtually nonexistent, despite ex- 
pected improvements over last 
year’s harvest of 211 million ton- 
nes. 

“To expect any improvement 
in food supplies at such rates is 
impossible, and social tensions 
will grow further," he said. 

The bad news on the grain 
front was tbe latest blow to Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev’s peres- 
troika reforms, which have left 
many people impatient for con- 
crete results more than five years 
after they were introduced. 

Food supplies have dwindled 
steadily throughout the country, 
leaving many store shelves bare 
and increasing, dissatisfaction 
among once-dodle workers. 

Ryzhkov’s comments follow a 
catalogue of other problems — 
poor weather, technical failures 
and mwauana g emen t — and a 
severe warning in the agricultural 


daily Selskaya Zhizn. 

The newspaper said at the 
weekend the state must acquire 
85.3 million tonnes of grain. 
“Less than that is impossible. 
There may arise disruption in the 
bread supply to the people.” 

But only 76 million tonnes had 
been contracted, despite the 
sharp increases in procurement 
prices and incentives, including 
promised payments in hard cur- 
rency and access to scarce 
machinery and consumer goods. 

And the state has bought only 
7.6 milli on tonnes of grain so far, 
although more than 40 millio n 
tonnes of grain had been 
threshed. 

The newspaper also reported 
widespread complaints that vehi- 
cles, tractors and building sup- 
plies bought with last year’s sur- 
plus grain had not been deli- 
vered. And it blamed serious 
mismanagement and failure of 
the state to provide equipment, 
parts and fuel. 


f 4 RENT 

Many villas and apartments 
for rent & sale furnished or 
unfurnished in Abdoun. Um 
Utheina, Sweffieh and many 
other locations. 

For more details please call 

ABDOUN REAL 


TsA: 

810609, 810605 
Fax: 810520' 


ASSISTANT DEPARTMENT 
DIRECTOR 

Bankers are invited to apply for the post of Assistant 
Department Director at a reputable bank. 

The successful candidate will be required to participate in 
the management of the Department operation, follow up 
on loans performance and status. Problem solving abili- 
ties would be an advantage. 

The candidate should be a qualified banker with several 
years of experience. The candidate should also possess 
public relations skills and have knowledge of the banking 
environment in Jordan. 

Compensation will be competitive and based on experi- 
ence and potential. 

Interested candidates to submit CVs to: 

P.O. Box 830703 
Amman, Jordan 

Latest date to receive applications shall not be later than 
2nd August 1990. Notifications for interview will follow. 


VILLA IN ABDOUN 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 floors each has 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, 
kitchen, salon, dining, sitting rooms with garden and 
garage. Located in the most beautiful area of Abdoun 
behind Abdoun Gas Sttation — Alexandria Street Number 
61. Convenient for an embassy or any diplomatic mission. 

Call tel: 819181 from 9 a.m. until 7 p.m. 


Flat For Rent In Western Shmeisani 

. Consists of 3 bedrooms, guest room, living room. 2 bathrooms, maid 
" room and a spacious kitchen. Second floor. 220 square metres in area, 
separate central heating and telephone. Modem building with deluxe 
finishings. 

Rent to be paid annually and can be let with or without lumiture. 

Location: Western Shmeisani, Abdul Halim Af Nimer Street, near BHai 
Mosque, number 24. 

Call tel: 884251k. 665711 Amman. 


GOOD JOB OFFER 


A Jordanian school teacher with a University Degree in 
Education and adequate teaching experience in Arabic 
and English is wanted. The teacher will also be responsi- 
ble for supervising sports activities and encouraging 
extra-curricular Interests. International experience, fluen- 
cy in English, a creative, intellectually-oriented personality 
and an enthusiastic disposition are also required. Good 
salary and career opportunities offered. Applications 
together with reference and a photograph should be sent 
to: 

P. o; Box 182104 

Amman, Jordan 


Performances: 3=30. 



Tel: 634144^8 Cinema 


NUOUM 


Adel Imam, Yusra 
In 

The Devil’s Island 


Performances: 1230. 3 JO, 6 JO, 830, 10:45 pan. 
Friday & Sunday extra show at 11:00 a.m. 


Cinema 

PLAZA Tel: 699238 ' 

Adel lm 

The Dev 

«»s Island* 
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Lawmakers dose to Tamils resign 


Curfew imposed in north Sri Lanka; 


army moves towards besieged base 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — Law- 
makers considered dose to the 
Tamil Tiger rebels resigned from 
parliam e nt Monday, accusing the 
military of atrodties and geno- 
cide in a war with die gnerrillas. 

Meanwhile, the government 
declared a curfew in northern 
Kifinochchi district, scene of a 
fierce gun battle Sunday that kil- 
led 18 rebels and nine soldiers 
Sunday. The military said it was 
hunting fleeing rebels. 

Military officials said 76 rebels 
were killed in separate fighting in 
the east Sunday, and right sol- 
diers and three civilians in the 
north. 


The deaths raise to at least 
2,856 the number of combatants 
killed since fighting resumed on 
June 11 between the mfirtary and 
the rebels. 


The bodies of eight Muslims, 
believed killed by rebels, were 
also found in the east, said milit- 
ary officials speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

All eleven members of the 
Eelavur Democratic Front 
announced their resignation from 
parliament. Last month, the 
group had called for a ceasefire 
between the rebels and the gov- 
ernment. President Ranasingbe 
Premadasa rejected the offer. 


a fling the rebels to lay down 
their arms first. 

“It appears that the hope we 
had that the solution be made 
.through political measures is not 
sensible,” they said in a state- 
ment “The chance to find a 
solution to the problems of the 
Tamil-speaking people is out of 
reach-” 

“We do not want to be dor- 
mant spectators who witness the 
torments tion of our people,” 
they added. 

The Eelavur Democratic Front 
bad won 13 of the 225 seats in 
parliament in 1989 general elec- 
tions. Two of its members res- 
igned earlier this year citing per- 
sonal reasons. 

At least 35 soldiers were 
wounded in the dash at Para- 
nthan, a few miles north of K3B- 
nochchi on the main route from 
Colombo to the northern rebel 
stronghold of Jaffna, the military 
said. 

The curfew was imposed from 
6 a.m. (0030 GMT) to avoid 
civilian casualties as troops began 
moving towards Kilinochchi 
where an army base has been 
under siege by rebels for the past 
six weeks, officiate said. 

“The people are requested to 
remain indoors. Any movement 
will be considered as terrorist 


activity,” the Defence Ministry 
said in g statement broadcast on 
state radio. 

“This measure is adopted for 
the safety and security of the 
civilian population,” it said. 

The base at KOznodtchi, 10 
kilometres south of Elephant 
Pass gateway to Jaffna, is one of a 
dozen army bases attacked by the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Edam 
(LTTE). 

Infan try, backed by artillery 
and air cover, were marching 
towards Kilinochchi from 
Elephant Pass, where the Tigers 
blew up a vital causeway Satur- 
day, militar y sources said. 

Troops from a camp at 
Elephant' Pass, reinforced by 
1,000 soldiers parachuted in 
Saturday, launched the advance 
after army engineers repaired the 
causeway, the military said. 

The assault apparently marked 
the start of a drive to wrest the 
north from Tiger control. West- 
ern diplomats said. 

“There could be a lot of fight- 
ing in the next few days,” one 
diplomat said. 

.The next 10 days would be the 
most crucial in the battle against 
the Tigers in the north. Army 
Commander Major-General De- 
nzil Kobbekadawa told the state- 
owned Sunday Observer. 


“The troops would hit the Tigers- 
hardete during these days,” Kob- 
bekaduwa, who led the nnfitaxy 
offensive in the cast, said. 

Security forces unveiled scores 
of decaying bodies half-buried in 
the eastern Sri Lanka bush Sun- 
day and said they were policemen 
-abducted and killed by Tamil 
separatist guerrillas. 

Tamil policemen were freed 
and some others escaped, but the 
government said 630 were mis- 
sing, believed dead. ' 

On Sunday, die govern ment’s 
elite Special Task Froce (STF) 
took journalists to a clearing in 
the bosh outside Rufus Knlazn, 80 
kilometres south of Batticaloa, to 
display a mass grave and two piles 
of charred flesh nearby. 

The STF estimated there were 
150 to 200 corpses. Officers said 
they were those of men from 
three police stations who surren- 
dered without a fight after 
months of cooperating with the 
Tigers under government orders. 

“They would have been killed 
almo st imm ediately on June 13, 
said STF Commandant Lionel 

Kanmasena. 

The paramilitary STF had been 
sent in to seize back the southern 
tip of Sri Lanka’s Tamil northeast 
province from the Tigers. 


Seoul opposition resigns from assembly 


SEOUL (Agencies) — The South 
Korean opposition resigned en 
masse from parliament Monday 
to press for new elections. The 
government, preoccupied with 
overtures to North Korea, said 
the protest would be ignored. 

Veteran opposition leader Kim 
Dae-Jung led 80 lawmakers in 
submitting letters of resignation 
to the National Assembly speak- 
er. A spokesman for the ruling 
Democratic Liberal Party (DLP) 
said the resignations would not be 
accepted. 

“From this seed will grow the 
tree of opposition unity, and if we 
unify the people will support us,” 
Kim said. 

The lawmakers who quit par- 
liament were 70 members of 
Kim's Party for Peace and Demo- 
cracy (PPD), eight from the 
Democratic Party (DP) and two 
independents. The DLP holds 
218 of the chamber's 299 seats. 
One independent, who leans to- 
wards the government, did not 
resign. 

The opposition has demanded 
new general elections. DLP lead- 
ers have countered that the cur- 
rent constitution does not allow 
an early dissolution of parlia- 


ment. Elections are not due until 
1992. 

The DLP, formed by the mer- 
ger of Roll's minority ruling party 
with two opposition groups, has 
used its muscle to ram through its 
legislative p ro g ramme, parts of 
which were strenuously opposed 
by the opposition. 

Opposition frustration has re- 
sulted in weeks of political tur- 
moil, including fist-fights among 
lawmakers. 

Kim said he would lead a series 
of peaceful rallies to press for 
new elections, and together with 
other leaders said the usually 
feuding opposition had agreed to 
unite to demand the elections and 
to oppose the DLP. 

Two hundred thousand people 
braved rain last Saturday to cheer 
Kim and other opposition leaders 
at the first such rally near Seoul. 

The government Monday said 
dissidents and others would be 
allowed to attend a North Korean 
unification rally called for next 
month at the bonier village of 
Panmunjom. 

South Korea has in the past 
imposed heavy sentences on its 
citizens convicted of pro- 
Pyongyang activities and. earlier 


this year sent a 21-yer-old college 
student to jail for five years for 
visiting Pyongyang. 

Cabinet ministers proposed 
talks with their Pyongyang coun- 
terparts to discuss a proposal by 
President Roh Tae-Woo to open 
the Panmunjom crossing for five 
days around Korean Independ- 
ence Day on Aug. 15. 

Pyongyang, which advanced a 
similar offer two weeks ago, re- 
buffed Roh, imposing stringent 
conditions for its assent. Seoul 
would proceed with the border 
opening plans regardless, Roh 
told Ms cabinet Saturday. 

South Korean officials 
announced Monday that Seoul is 
ready to negotiate North Korean 
conditions for opening their 
mutual border. 

Three cabinet minis ters Mon- 
day proposed that inter-Korea 
talks be held Friday to discuss the 
North Korean conditions. 

The heavily fortified border 
between die two Koreas is tightly 
sealed, and more than 1.5 million 
troops are stationed on either 
side behind concrete bunkers and 
barbed wire. There is no mail, 
travel or other communication 
between the two sides. 


Doe still refuses to leave 
besieged Liberian capital 


MONROVIA (AP) — President 
Samuel Doe says be wont leave 
the besieged capital until the dvil 
war is decided. Sources say that 
at any rate, fleeing would not be 
easy because the soldiers guard-, 
mg Doe won't let him go without 
them. 


executive mansion. Doe has been 
deserted by nearly all senior 
members of his government. 


Doe, in a telex to the British 
Broadcasting Corp. (BBC), said 
Sunday that he would remain 
until “a dear victor emerges.” 


The 500-member Presidential 
Guard, made op of soldiers from 
Doe's Krahn tribe, fear massacre 
at the hands of the rebels, who 
have fought their way to within a 
mile of Doe’s occanfront man- 
sion. 

The rebels, who are mostly 
from the rival Gio and Mano 
ethnic groups, were locked in 
street combat with Doe’s regular 
troops Sunday, the sources said. 

The said some government sol- 
diers were urging the president to 
flee to avoid a bloodbath and that 
there was bitter infighting in the 


The presidential mansion, 
which has a commanding view of 
the city, was stockpiled with 
ammuni tion and explosives in 
preparation for ja final rebel 
assault, said a diplomatic source, 
who spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. 

The president remained “con- 
vinced he is invincible,’’ the 
source said, adding that he ex- 
pected Doe to fight to the finish. 

The source said Doe was ‘‘relying 
increasingly on his belief that 
black magic will save him.” 


Mohawk Indians dig in 
for long fight with Quebec 


OKA, Quebec (R) — Armed 
Mohawk Indians, who set up 
barricades on contested land near 
a small Quebec town, showed no 
sign of capitulating to police as 
their food supplies began to dwin- 
dle. 

The Indians rose in armed re- 
volt last week to protest against 
{dans to turn a tribal burial 
ground into a golf coarse in the 
resort town of Oka, about 32 
kilometres west of Montreal. 

Twelve days after the death of 
a Quebec police officer in a fierce 
gunbattle with the Indians, both 
parties continued to eye each 
other warily across barricades 
strung around the Kanesatake 
Reserve. 


“We will be here for a long 
tone,” said one heavily-armed 
Mohawk, who declined to be 
identified. 

Another said: “It took 500 
years to get to tins, we'fl see how 
long it takes to get us out” 
The Cana dian government has 


said it will not negotiate to end 
the dispute between natives and 
local residents until the natives 
lay down their arms. 

Hie police have cordoned off 
the small resort town as well as 
the nearby reservation, cutting 
most food supplies to the hun- 
dreds of natives inside. 

A caravan of about 150 area 
sympathisers attempted Sunday 
to bring boxes of food to the 
natives but were stopped and 
forced to leave the provisions 
with trappist monks in Oka. 

The native Americans -have 
constructed makeshift check- 
points throughout the dense pine 
forests and Mohawks stationed at 
Oka, carrying AK-47 assault 
rifles and heavy calibre pistols, 
nightly patrol the thick forest that 
surrounds the reservation. 

Indians gathered Sunday in 
several Canadian cities to de- 
nounce the Canadian government 
for what they termed official inac- 
tion in dealing with their land 
claims. 


ANC 

acknowledges 
arrests of 
infiltrators 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — The 
African National Congress 
(ANC) acknowledged Monday 
that its guerrillas have been infil- 
trating South Africa and many 
have been arrested, but it denied 
reports of a secret insurrection 
plot. 


An ANC official said police 
were staging a nationwide police 
sweep on ANC militants and 
Communist Party members who 
had recently returned from exile 
or who had infiltrated the country 
secretly. 


The official, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said a man 
claiming to be a sub-lieutenant in 
the ANCs military wing re- 
portedly entered the U.S. consu- 
late in Durban Monday seeking 
asylum because of the police 
raids. 

The ANC source said Dheku- 
musa Jabolani Ximbe, 38, had 
been in hiding since police raided 
bis home a week ago and confis- 
cated a cache of hand grenades 
and limpet mines. 


ANC members are returning to 
South Africa under initiatives 
meant to open talks on ending 
apartheid, the country’s system of 
.racial segregation. 


Walter Sonin, internal ANC 
leader, was quoted in the Daily 
Mail newspaper as saying Ms 
organisation believed as many as 
150 of its members have been 
arrested in recent weeks. He said 
he assumed they had been en- 
gaged in the “normal activities” 
of the organisation, and he noted 
file ANCs “armed struggle” had 
not bcen_ suspended. 

But Stsoln denied reports in 
several Sunday newspapers that 
quoted government sources as 
saying a secret unit of ANC guer- 
rillas, directed by the South Afri- 
can Communist Party, was plan- 
ning an armed insurrection. 


Soviet 

hijack 

attempt 

foiled 


MOSCOW (R) — A student and 
a bricklayer, undeterred by 
Sweden's extradition of a hijack- 
er last week, tried to divert a 
Soviet airliner to Stockholm 
Monday but were overpowered 
on the ground. 


They threatened to blow up the 
Tupolev- 134 airliner with 74 pas- 
sengers on board soon after it 
took off from foe Latvian capital 
Riga for Murmansk in the for 
north. Deputy Civil Aviation 
Minister Mikhail Timofeyev said. 


After consulting security offi- 
cials on die ground, die pilot 
brought the plane down In Petro- 
zavodsk, Soviet Karelia, near the 
F iimkh border, he told TASS 
news agency. 

Guards seized the two men, 
identified only as Kovalenko and 
Kuznetsov. 


No further details were im- 
mediately available of the 13th 
attempted hijack in the Soviet 
Union since June 9, when 17- 
ycar-old Dmitri Semyonov, bran- 
dishing a fake grenade, forced an 
airliner with 121 people on board 
to fly to Stockholm. 

Sweden sent Semyonov back to 
die Soviet Union last Tuesday 
and TASS said he would be tried 
for hijacking and leaving the 
country illegally. 


Fierce fighting reported between 


Cam bod ian troops, Khmer Rouge 


BANGKOK (AF) — Cambodia’s 
Vietnamese-installed government 
Monday reported fierce fighting 
in a mountainous central pro- 
vince that it said Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas were trying to seize. - 
“The enemy are attempting by 
all means to seize control,” of 
Kompong Tho m, the Cambodian 
News Agency (SPK) quoted the 
chief provincial administrator, 
Khieu Hart, as saying. 


Khieu Horl showed heaps of 
firearms, ammunition and other 
material recently captured from 
die guerrillas, said the report 
monitored in Bangkok. He said 
about 800 Khmer Rouge guerril- 
las struck from all directions on 
June 17, but were repulsed in 
fighting that killed 112 guerrillas. . 

Government Col. Hang Thol 
was quoted as saying the guerril- 
las have intensified attacks since 
last month’s agreement in Tokyo 
to arrange a truce. 

The Khmer Rouge did not sign 
the Tokyo agreement. 

Claims of military successes by-, 
the government and the Khmer 
Rouge, both Communist, are tre- 
ated with scepticism. But other 
sources have confirmed heavy 
fighting in Kompong Thom, 
which previously was largely 
spared in the 11-year-old war 
focussed on Western areas 


bordering Thailand. 

The Khme r Rouge and non- 
Co mmnm st guerrillas loyal to 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk have, 
seized wide areas of the province 
in recent months. Sihanouk's 
fighters also briefly penetrated 
die provincial ra p**!, also cstied 
Kompong Thom, said an Associ- 
ated Press correspondent who vi- 
sited die area. 

The Khmer Rouge radio said 
Saturday it was preparing a new 
attack on the provincial capital, 
about 120 kilometres north of 
Phnom Penh. 

The Khm er Rouge, which kil- 
led hundreds of thousands- -of 
people when in. power in the 
1970s, is allied in a guerrilla 
coalition with the forces of Siha- 
nouk and of the Khmer People’s . 
^National. liberation Front. Viet- 
nam the current govern- 

ment in Phnom Penh after invad- 
ing in late 1978. 

A U.S. policy drift announced 
Wednesday has increased fears 
-that the Khm er Rouge will esca- 
late foe fighting because of its 
international isolation. The Un- 
ited States, citing its opposition to 
the Khmer Rouge, said it was 
withdrawing recognition of the 
coalition’s seat at the United Na- 
tions in order to open talks with 
Vietnam on ending the Cambo- 
dian -war. 


Meanwhile, Thai Foreign 
Minister Siddhi Savetsfla said 
Monday the Association of South 
East Asian .Nations (ASEAN) 
still su pp orts Cambodian guerril- 
las despite a decision tty its U.S. 
ally to end. recognition of. the 
Khmer Rouge-dominated coali- 
tion. ^ 

Siddlti, long involved in labyr- 
inthine moves to end die 11-year 
conflict, told reporters ASEAN 
would issue a statement at its 
animal meeting of foreign minis- 
ters in Jakarta this week pledging 
continued backing for the guerril- 
las. 

“There win be a joint state- 
ment from ASEAN on con- 
tinuing support to Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk on the Cambodian 
problem and callizig- for a speed- 
ing up of a comprehensive solo-. 
tion,” he said at Bangkok’s Don 
Muang Airport before leaving for 
Jakarta. 

Foreign ministers from Indone- 
sia, Thailand, Brunei, Singapore, 
Malaysia and the Philippines are 
-meeting there. 

The regional grouping in : the 
early 1980s cooperated with Chi- 
na and the United States in form- 
ing an anti-Vietnamese coalition 
out of the ashes of exile groups 
and the Khmer Rouge, ousted 
from power by Vietnamese 
troops in 1978-9. 


11 drown in Bangladesh boat accident 


DHAKA (AP) — An over- 
crowded boat sank in a flooded 
river in southeastern Bangladesh, 
killing 11 passengers, police said 
Monday 

In the northwest, four children 
drowned Sunday in the Jamuna 
River, raising to 13 the death tbU 
in recent monsoon flooding, offi- 
cials and news reports said. Ab- 
out 100,000 people are homeless 
and 400,000 stranded in the area. 


the reports said. 

On Sunday, a boat capsized 
with 70 people on board in Mata- 
rauhuri River at Bandarban, 250 
kilometres southeast of Dhaka, 
police said. 

Fifty-nine people swam ashore 
and eight bodies have been 
found, said a police official who 
was contacted in Bandarban by 
telephone. 

The official, who cannot be 


identified under briefing rules, 
said three passengers also were 
feared drowned and their bodies 
were . believed to have' swept 
downsjtream. 


Ittefaq, a Bengali-ianguage 
newspaper, said the rain-swollen 
Jamuna River in the 'northwest 
has . inundated an. 2,153-square- 
kflometre area in Sirajgang and 
surro unding dirfricht 


Kashmir officials begin 3-day strike 


SRINAGAR, Lida (Agencies) 

— n ffiriak in Tmtian -fpfed TgacH - 

mir defied the government and 
started a three-day strike Monday 
in protest against what they called 
repression by security forces 
fighting secessionist nrifitants. 

Union officials said about 80 
per cent of government workers 
stayed at home in Srinagar, sum- 
mer capital of Jammu and Kash- 
mir, India’s only Mnslim- 
majority state. 

The Indian (government,, which 
has imposed its direct rule on the 
state, tesned a statement saying 
the workers could face disciplinary 
action if they went abend with the 
strike. 

It also said they could be de- 
tained for up to 12 months under 
legislation outlawing strikes in 
essential services. 

The strike excluded emergency 
hospital and fire services as well 
as the police. 

The main target of the strike 
was the methods of the security 
forces, widely accused of human 
rights abuses ini the fight against 
the militants which erupted in 
January. 

More than 900 people have 
been killed in the uprising, which 


has broad support in the over- 
whelmingly Muslim Kashmir Val- 

fcy- 


The union officials said the 
strike was also in support of 
demands for the release of six 
officials held for up to five 
m onths under security laws allow- 
ing detention withouttrial. The 
detgned officials are accused of 
aiding the militants. 

2 Punjab engineers Ukd 

Meanwhile in Punjab, Sikh 
gunmen burst into a meeting of 
senior government officials Mon- 
day and shot dead two engineers 
working on a co n tro v ersial irriga- 
tion project, police said. 

The victims. Chief Engineer 
M.L. Sekhri and Superintending 
Engineer A.S. Aulakh, were in 
charge of building a canal that 
will divert river water from Pun- 
jab state to other parts of India. 

Police Inspector Jaspal Singh 
said three Sikhs burst into a 
meeting Sekhri was hoJdfag with, 
other officers on the Sutlej - 
Yamuna Link Canal Project and 
opened fire with automatic pis- 
tols. 

Sekhri, 52, and Aulakh, 50, 


were killed and two other officers 
were injured, Singh said. 

* ; The assailants fledon motor 
scooters, he said- 

The project offices are located 
in a busy market complex in 
Chandigarh, the joint capital of 
Punjab and Haryana states. 

. The canal u supposed toefivert 

water fr om the Sutlej River to the 
Yamuna River. Construction 
gan in 1982 and is nearly com- 
pleted, government officials say. 

Sikh politicians , whose support 
largely comes from Sikh farmers 
in Punjab, fear the project will 
deprive the state, of irrigation 
facilities. 


Romania’s first; £»: 
magazine for men 
hits newsstands 


Sikh militant groups, agitating 
for an independent nation in Pun- 
jab, have also opposed foe canaL 
In May 1988, 32 labourers work- 
ing on the project were shot and 
ltiBed by Sikh radicals. 

Sikhs make up only 2 per dent 
df India’s 880 million people but 
are in a slight majority in Punjab. 
The nuKtants began fighting for 
independence in 1982, accusing 
tiie Hindu community of cultural 
and political discrimination. 
Nationwide, Hindus make up 82 
per cent of the population. 


Strong aftershocks rock Philippine quake city 


BAGUIO, Philippines (Agen- 
cies) — Strong aftershocks rock- 
ed tins mountain city Monday, 
sending residents fleeing into the 
streets and hampering foe search 
for victims of last week’s earth- 
quake. The death toll surpassed 
1 , 000 . 

In Manila, President Corazon 
Aquino nrged congress to 
approve a 10-biDion-peso ($500- 
mflhon) relief package to rebuild 
infrastructure destroyed by last 
Monday’s quake, which mea- 
sured 7.7 cm the Richter Scale. 

Aquino made the call in a 
55-minute address that television 
commentators said was surpri- 
singly lackluster. 

“The test of political leadership 
is that you must have magnetism, 
you must mesmerise people,” 
said Amado Doronila, editor of 
the Manila Chronicle, daring a 
nationally televised commentary- 
.“Some leaders have that and 
some do not.” 

In other governmental re-, 
sponse Monday, Rep. Rolando 
Andaya, chairman of the House 
Appropriations Committee, said 
he would pursue proposals to 
suspend debt payments for two 
years to free funds to rebuild. 

Aquino has warned that any 
unilateral reduction in debt pay- 
ments conkl worsen the country’s 
economic plight by promp ting in- 


ternational lenders to reduce the 
flow of new money. 

On Monday, the search fin- 
survivors shifted to the grim task 
of recovering the dead. British 
and other foreign experts de- 
clared there were no signs of life 
in any of the nearly 30 bandings ' 
devastated by the temblor. 

Figures compiled tty the Office 
of Qvfl Defence, Red Cross and 


the regional disaster coordinating 
centre put the death toll at 1,043. 

More than 200 bodies are be- 
lieved still buried beneath the 
rabble of nearly 30 buildings 
damaged in the quake. 

On Monday, Defense Secret- 
ary Fidel Ramos, chairman of the 
National Disaster Coordinating 
Council, said more than 3,000 
people were severely injured dur- 
ing foe quake and more than 700 
were missing. Ramos said nearly 
90,000 people were homeless. 

British volunteers abandoned 
the search for survivors after fail- 
ing to -find signs of life in the 
Hyatt Hotel, the last area of 
Bagnio where experts believed 
there might still be survivors of 
the quake. 

Hopes that some people were 
still alive at the Hyatt faded after 
rescuers no longer heard tapping 
sounds on walls near the hotel 
basement. Rescuers said the last 
of the survivors probably died 
after aftershocks shifted the rub- 
ble, either crushing them or de- 
priving foem of air. 

More aftershocks jolted 
Baguio Monday, including one 
about 9:45 a.m. (0045 GMT) that 
seat hundreds of nervous resi- 
dents fleeing into the streets. 
Many Baguio residents have been 
sleeping outdoors since foe quake 
because of continuing after- 
shocks. 

On Sudnay, one of Aquino’s 
cabinet members acknowledged 
that his construction firm built 
the Baguio Hyatt 15 years ago, 
but he refused to comment on 
allegations by ft prominent dvfl 
engineer that the bmldmg was 
structurally unsound. 

“There are many factors to 
consider before you can pinpoint 


where the fault lies,” said Fiorel- 
k> Estnar, secretary of the De- 
partment of Public Works and 
Highways. 

Last week, Octavio KaJalo, 
former president of the Associa- 
tion of Structural Engineers of 
the PhiQippiiies, said he inspected 
the Hyatt in 1985 and warned that 
the buDcfing could suffer serious* 
damage in an earthquake because 
It was structurally unsound. But 
he said the warning went an- 


as looking like “cohnniB of ants” 
silhouetted against foe barren 
mountain slopes. 

Relief supplies meant for vic- 
tims of the earthquake have been 
pilfered, de Jesus said Monday. 

He. blamed the losses on gov- 
ernment laxity in handling aid 
donations. 

He (fid not say how much aid 


was lost or if it included foreign 
donations bid said “there was a 


lot of slippage.’ 


In .Manila, Justice Secretary 
Franklin Drikm said he would 
launch an investigation into posa- 
ble criminal liability of builders 
and owners of buildings that col- 
lapsed here, and in Cabanatnan 
during the qnake. 

‘On Sunday, Roman Catholic 
masses were said outdoors in- 
Baguio’s Burnham Park because 
Bishop Ernesto Salgado said it 
was too dangerous to worship 
inside foe cathedral. Salgado said 
priests visited collapsed build- 
ings, blessing the bodies of those 
who may be entombed there. 

Jose de Jesus, presidential re- 
lief coordinator, sad 373 people 
were killed in Bagnio alone and 
another 175 in foe surrounding 
province of Bengnet. 

De Jesus said 135 people were 
believed trapped inside eight fac- 
tories in Baguio but all are be- 
Geved dead. De Jesus said in- 
formation on deaths and damage 
was still trickling in from remote 
areas, including Nneva Vizcaya 
province, where many villages 
and roads were buried by land- 
slides. 

Philippine plots who s urv e ye d 
foe areas saw masses of survivors 
walking over the mountains to 
safety. The pilots described them 


“We have received complaints 
that foe goods are going to the 
hands of people who have no 
need for them, who in fact even 
sell them,” de Jesus told a news 
con fe r en ce. : 


“We were not really very tight 
in the beginning. There were just 

ro many people who would come 

and in order not to delay, we just 

giro to everybody that came,” he 
said. 

Aid has been pouring into 
Manila since last week’s earth- 
quake, but survivors in devas- 
tated northern areas com plain 
food supplies are not getting 
through quickly enough. 

"We need food, SOS” pleaded 
a message painted on a basketball 
court in the badly damaged vil- 
lage of Tuba near Baguio. 

In Baguio and s u r ro un ding 
areas, survivors are stiB going 
hungry, reports Mmday said. 

“There’s a Mode somewhere,” 
said Baboo Mondonedo after un- 


fa Baguio for food. 


had 


to wait for days and sgn numer- 
ous forms in order to cfahn sup. 
■pfies. They know food, medkfae 
and other suppfiesarc arriving in 
Manila. 


BUCHAREST (R ) — Rofaanfa’s 
first soft-porn magazine went on 
safe Sunday, offerfag the “mod- 
em man” a mixture of sex, busi- 
ness 'advice and' scantily ^dad 
wo m e n ’- The first, edition -'of EJ ■ 

was promoted in the independeot ' 

youth daily llheretul Liber in a 
rare newspaper ^advertisement. 
Bat a search of Bncharesfshmi- - 
dreds of newsstands tinned up . 
only one that carried The 134ei~ 
(75-cent) monfoty. Its appear- 
ancebas raised mote than a few : 
eyebrows-in a coantry where jost - 
eight months ago efv^tfcmen- 
tiondfsexin the presswas taboo. 
Pornography was outlawed under - 
foe 24-year rale of dictator Nko- 
lae Ceanscscc. Sex e ducatio n was . 
non-existent and abortion . .and 
contraception were banned. ;. EL . 
lacks the gloss of i&; Western 
equivalents but- taps familiar - 
sources for unci' views, - advice . 
pages, gossip "oofafans and frorp^ . 
scopes In its 24*page format A 
splash of red. Made and yellow 
.covets foe front page, swathing* 
woman wearing lace ‘and stifagr- 
A headline next to a photograph 
of Romania’s 'former tennis star: 
Dje.Nastagc reads ?foe magazine 
for the modern man-7 : P*ctnres of : 
half-naked models may teem - 
tame to - Western, eyes; but .to 
Romanians its .another 'revofa- 
turn..' ■” : 


We*t Berliner 
wins face-twisting 


MONCRABEAU; France (R) — 
A- West Berliner specialising in 
rubbhig hu eyes'wifo 'his chin ami 
swallowing his riOsc has won file 
world- grimacing competition. 
Hoist Ehbauer, a 57-year-old 
roof tiler, dedicated his ugly- 
featured victory to foeidtizens of 
East Gernuony as tbey move to-, 
wards m pfkprtip nwitiiWea Ger- 
many. Speaking after unfolding 
his fare from^fifefrore-concealix^ 
grimace that wonhiqv foe^titie, 
Ehbauer _ told Reuters; “I am 
- as* to dedicate, this titfe to 

Wgoing tohavetre-learn 
how to laq^r , EM»ner had 
already won fife competition,' 
held amuafiy 'fa tins southwest- 
ern French village, in 1979. 
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Cuomo cornea 
across an odd 
Incident - - 
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NEW YORK CAP) — Gov. 
Mario Cuomo was about to sign 
an asset-forfeiture bill along the 
East River when a young woman " 
fa a passing motorboat efid some 
foxefeiting .ofherown. As the boat 
passed foe pier where Cuomo 
stood last week with a small 
group of police and prosecutors, 
the woman shouted “heyl” Then 
foe waved her bra and pulled 
down her bathing suit bottom to 
expose her backside. Coomb’s 
response: “This could never hap- 
pen in Queens,*’ tbc New York 
City borough where he grew up. 
The bill he signed allows seizure 
of narcotics dealers’, assets. _ \ 
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Finns get cosmic 
light show 




HELSINKI (AP) — Thousands 
of Finns and tourists watched a 
total eclipse of the ran that' 
momentarily darkened does and 
panick e d birds in southeastern 
Finland early Sunday.' One spec^ 
tutor in Helsinki described it "as 
“a cosmic light show, equally 
frightening and fascinatin g " The 
total eclipse occurred at 4:52 ajin. ; 
(0152 GMT). It was visible m an 
arc about 200 kilometres- -wide - 
from the nchthern Baltic Sea and 
southeast Finland, across .foe- 
Kola Peninsula and foe northeast 
Soviet Union, to the Aleutian 
Islands near Alaska. In HeffipkC 
the Agfa changed from a summer ' 
dawn -to bark dusk within mi- 
Some spectators watched 

through special glasses .br daft 
fihn strips, that enaHirf them to 
safely view tbe sffliaDette pf the 
moon covering andf uncovering - 
the surface of the suiLTfrtis that 
sfagfaK minutes before 
»®«Jily became .silent afaLsomc . 
flew aimlessly around 1 in twwfe . 
-The eerie scene . remained r fbr 
more than a mhmtc before fight, 
^“dchly began to-retqrnl. -The 
‘ had- started '49' 
earlier when the moon bcgpu&p 

gradually move betwecnlfoe 
girth and the ath;. Several ' 
foousand- people gathered^ 
Hels inki on high hflk bridges 
and e venon rooftopsaronnSte- 
fafarinng arid in some efeses 
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appending the spectacle. - ? Sight- 
ing trips by boat on the Gulf pt 
FShfand faere Brea nge<f fo p ro vid e 
a better, view 
horizon. • 





